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DECLARATION 

Agreed  to  on  tlie  i  ith  of  April,  1792,  by  the  SOCIETT 


ENTITLED 


THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  PEOPLE, 


ASSOCIATED 


FOR   THE  yVRPOSE   OF   OBTAINING 


\       A  Parliamentary  Reform. 

A  NUMBER  of  Perfons  having  feri- 
oufly  reviewed  and  confidered  the 
"  adual  fituation  of  public  affairs,  and 
«  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  and  having 
"  communicated  to  each  other  their  opmi- 
"  ons  on  thefe  fubjefts,  have  agreed  and 
«  determined  to  inftitute  a  Society  for  the 
«  purpofe  of  propofmg  to  Parliament  and 
'^  to  the  Country,  and  of  promoting,  to  the 
"  utmolt  of  their  power,  the  following  Con- 
**  ftitutional  Objeas,  making  the  prefer- 
"  vation  of  the  Conftitution,  on  its  true 
"  principles,  the  foundation  of  all  their 
''  proceedings. 
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Fijjl. — "  To  reflore  the  Freedom  of  Elec- 
**  tion,  and  a  more  equal  Reprelentation  of 
"  the  People  in  Parliament. 

Secondly, — "  To  feciire  to  the  People  a 
"  more  frequent  Exercife  of  their  Right  of 
'*  ele6ling  their  Reprefentatives. 

"  The  Perfons  who  have  figned  their 
"  names  to  this  agreement,  think  that  thefe 
"  two  fundamental  meafurcs  will  furnifh 
"  the  power  and  the  means  of  corre6ling 
"  the  abufes,  which  appear  to  them  to  have 
"  arifen  from  a  negleci  of  the  acknowledged 
**  Principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and  of  ac- 
**  complifliing  thofe  fubordinate  Obje6ls  of 
"  Reform,  which  they  deem  to  be  eflential 
"  to  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  to  the 
"  good  Government  of  the  Kingdom ." 

Signed  by 

Charles  Grey,  Efq.  m.  p.  John  Hurford  Stone,  Efq. 

iHon.  Thos.  Maitland,  m.  p.  W.H.  Lanibton,  Efq.  M.  p. 

George  Rous,  Efq,  John  Godfrey,  Efq. 

William  Cuninghame,  Efq.  George  Tierney,  Efq. 

John  Tweddell,  Efq.  Arthur  Piggott,  Efq. 

Earl  of  Lauderdale.  J.  B.  Church,  Efq.  m.  p. 

Nicolls  Raynsford,  Efq.  Gilbert  Jronfide,  Efq. 

James  Mackintofli,  Efq.  T.  B.  Mollis,  Efq. 

Thomas  Chriftie,  Efq.  S.Whi thread,  jun.  Efq.M.P. 

Malcolm  Laing,  Efq.  Sir  J.  Throckmorton,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Kinnaird  M.  A.  Taylor,  Efq.  M.  P. 

James  Archdekin,  Efq.  William  Breton,  Efq. 

William  Harwood,  Efq.  Thomas  Rogers,  Efq. 

David  Godfrey,  Efq.  Hon.  Thomas  Erlkine,  m.  p. 

Higgins  Eden,  Efq.  R.  Knight,  Efq. 

Philip  Francis,  Efq.  M.  P.  Thos.Thompfon,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Charles  Goring,  Efq.  Colonel  Tarleton,  m.  p. 

Mr.  Ser- 
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Mr.  Serjeant  Bond 

William  Luihington,  Efq. 

Samuel  Rogers,  Efq. 

Peregrine  Dealtry,  Efq. 

R.  B.  Sheridan,  Efq.  m.  p. 

William  Fullarton,  Efq. 

Norman  Macleod,  Efq.  M.  P.  Rev.  Dr.  Kippis 

James  Lofh,  Efq-.  James  Jacque,  Efq. 

Mr.  Aldm.  Sawbridge,  m.p.  Francis  Love  Beckford,  Efq. 


James  Weft,  Efq. 
Rich.  Carpenter  Smith,  Efq. 
W . Po wleu  Po wlett,  E fq  M.  P . 
George  Livius,  Efq. 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Daer 
Hon.  John  Douglas 


Richard  Weld,  Eiq. 
John  Clarid^e,  Efq. 
John  Wharton,  Efq.  M.  p. 
James  Margin,  Efq.  m.  p. 
William  Smith,  Efq.  M.  P. 
John  Scott,  Efq.  M.  p. 


Adam  Walker,  Efq. 
Richard  Sharp,  Efq. 
Rev.  Dr.  Jofeph  Towers 
John  Furnell  TufFen.  Efq, 
John  Clerk,  Efq. 
Thomas  Bell,  Efq. 


SirBellinghamGraham,Bart.  John  Wilfon,  Efq. 


George  Byng,  Efq.  M.  P. 

John  Cartwright,  Efq. 

Jer.  Batley,  Efq. 

Ralph  Carr,  jun.  Efq. 

Ralph  Milbanke,  Efq.  m.  p. 

Henry  Howard,  Efq. 

B.  E.  Howard,  Efq. 

E.  B.  Clive,  Efq. 

Henry  Howard,  Efq.  m.  p. 

John  Leach,  Efq. 

John  Nicholls,  Efq. 

Jofeph  Richardfon,  Efq, 

John  Towgood,  Efq, 

William  Chi{holm,Efq. 

John  Fazakerley,  Efq. 

Richard S.MilneSjEfq.  m.p.  Mr.  J.  Jarvis 

Samuel  Shore,  Efq.  C.  F.  Ward,  Efq 

Samuel  Shore,  jun.  Efq. 

Charles  Warren,  Efq. 

Long  Kingfman,  Efq. 

Edward  Jer.  Curteis,  Efq. 

Samuel  Long,  Efq.  m.  p. 

John  Bourdieu,  Efq.' 

T.  B.  Rous,  Efq. 

D.  O'Bryen,  Efq. 

J.  Lodge  Bjidcy^  Efq. 


Andrew  Stirling.  Efq. 
Richard  Heavifide,  Efq. 
Mr.  Alderman  Combe 
Robert  Merry,  Efq. 
George  Shum,  Efq 
J.  G.  Lemaiftre,  Efq. 
James  Perry,  Efq. 
Henry  Clifford,  Efq. 
John  Croikfhanks,  Elq. 
John  Pratt,  Efq. 
W.  Maxwell,  Efq. 
T.  Hill,  Efq. 
J.  C.  Bentley,  E<q. 
Thomas  Bell,  jun.  Efq. 
Richard  Wilfon,  Efq. 


Rev.  C.  Powlett 
William  White,  Efq. 
T,  Holt  White,  Efq. 
W.  Stone,  Efq. 
Jofhua  Grigby,  Efq. 
Robert  Aitken,  Efq. 
Jofeph  Spurrell,  Efq. 
Thomas  Nevill,  Efq. 
T.  Rutr,  Efq. 
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Rob.  Slade,  Efq.  J.  Philipps,  Efq. 

Fran.  Kemble,  Efq.  J.  Porter,  Efq. 

William  Sharp,  Efq.  J.  B.  Gawler,  Efq. 

John  Barnes,  Efq.  Rev.  J.  C.  Banks 

Jofeph  Rufe,  Efq.  Bertie  Greatheed,  Efq. 

T.  Gordon,  Efq.  Thomas  Crookenden,  Efq. 

Mr.  J.  Griffin  Ben.  Bakewell,  Efq. 

Mr.  Edward  Hall  Col.  Haftings 

WiUiam  Bofville,  Efq.  D.  E.  Macdonnel,  Efq. 
John  Redman,  Efq. 

NON-RESIDENT  MEMBERS  who  have  figned  the 
Declaration. 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Buchan,  Scotland. 
Sir  J.  E.  Swinburne,  Bart.  Northumberland. 
ProfefTor  Millar,  Glafgow. 
G.  Lloyd,  Efq.  Suffolk. 
W.  Belfliam,  Efq.  Bedford. 
Capel  Loft,  Efq.  Suffolk. 
W.  Davy,  Efq.  Devonjhire. 
James  Milnes,  Efq.  Torkjhire. 
Robert  Monteith,  Efq.  Glafgow. 
J.  Richardfon,  Efq.  Glafgow. 
J.  Lofh,  Efq.  Cumberland. 
J.  Grigby,  jun.  Efq.  Suffolk. 

TREASURERS. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Kinnaird, 
George  Tierney,  Efq. 


REGU- 
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REGULATIONS. 


I-  Resolved,  That  the  Title  of  this 
Society  be,  The  Friends  of  the  People, 
ajjbciated  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parlia- 
mentary Reform. 

IL  That  the  Declaration  agreed  upon  at 
the  Meeting  of  the  nth  of  April,  1792, 
expreiTes  the  political  Objedls  of  this  So- 
ciety. 

IIL  That  no  perfon  be  capable  of  be- 
coming a  Member  of  this  Society  until  he 
has  expreded  his  AfTent,  by  fubfcribing  his 
Name  to  the  above-mentioned  Declara- 
tion. 

IV.  That  every  Candidate  for  admiflion 
to  this  Society  fhall  be  propofed  and  fe- 
conded  by  Two  of  its  Members,  and  ballot- 
ted  for  at  the  fucceeding  Meeting. 

V.  That  the  Ele6fion  of  Members  fliall 
be  by  Ballott,  and  that  no  Candidate  fhall 
be  deemed  duly  ele6fed,  unlefs  it  fhall  ap- 
pear that  he  is  chofen  by  Nine-tenths  of 
the  Members  prefent. 

VI.  That  until  the  Society  fhall  confift 
of  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Members,  no 
Ballot  fliall  be  taken,  or  other  Bufinefs  be- 
gun, unlefs  a  Number,  not  lefs  than  One 
Third,  of  the  Members  of  the  Society  be 
prefeat. 
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VII.  That  a  General  Meeting  of  this 
Society  be  held  at  Freemafons  tavern,  at  One 
o'clock  in  the  Forenoon,  on  the  Fir  ft 
Saturday  in  every  Month,  during  the  Sitting 
of  Parhament. 

VIII.  That  the  Members  of  this  Society 
be  duly  fummoned  to  every  General  Meet- 
ing, and  that  for  that  Purpofe  they  enter 
their  Places  of  Abode  in  a  Book,  to  be 
kept  by  the  Committee. 

IX.  That  a  Committee,  confifting  of 
Twelve  Perfons,  be  appointed,  one  Fourth 
of  which  fhall  be  replaced  by  Eleftion, 
at  each   General  Meeting  of  the  Society. 

X.  That  this  Committee  be  empowered 
to  condu6l  the  ordinary  Correfpondence 
with  all  Individuals  or  Societies,  defirous 
of  promoting  the  Caufe  of  Parliamentary 
Reform. 

XI.  That  the  Duty  of  this  Committee 
fhall  be  to  prepare  fuch  Bufmefs  as  fhall 
appear  to  them  fit  to  be  laid  before  the 
General  Meetings  of  the  Society  ;  and  that 
they  fhall  be  requefted  to  draw  up  fuch 
Refolutions  as  they  fhall  deem  projDer  to 
be  fubmitted  to  their  Confideration . 

XII.  That  this  Committee  be  hereby 
enjoined  ftridlly  to  conform  in  all  their 
Correfpondence,  or  other  Communications, 
to  the  Principles  contained  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  the  nth  of  April,  1792. 

XIII.  That  fuch  Committee  have  Power 
and  Authority  to  regulate  the  Mode  of  their 

own 
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own  Proceeding,  conforming  to  the  general 
Rules  and  occafional  Inflr actions  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  alfo  to  employ  any  Clerks  at 
the  Expence  of  the  Society,  and  to  draw 
upon  the  Treafurer  for  any  Sums  which 
they  may  find  neceflary  for  their  Proceed- 
ings. 

XIV.  That  it  be  a  general  Inftru<5fion 
to  the  Committee,  in  their  Correfpond- 
ence,  to  advife  all  Friends  of  Parliamentary 
Reform,  to  form  themfelves  into  fimilar 
Societies,  on  fimilar  Principles,  in  all  Parts 
of  the  Kingdom ;  and  that  a  Copy  of  the 
Declaration  of  the  nth  of  April,  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  all  fuch  Societies. 

XV.  That,  to  defray  the  neceflary  Ex- 
pences  of  the  Society,  each  Member  fliall, 
on  his  AdmilTion,  pay  to  the  Treafurer, 
Two  Guineas  and  a  Halfy  and  continue  the 
fame  Payment  annually,  computed  from 
Lady- Day,  1792. 

XVL  That  two  Treafurers  fliall  be  an- 
nually appointed  to  receive  the  Contribu- 
tions of  the  Members,  and  that  they  fliall 
be  empowered  to  iflue  Money  upon  the 
Order  of  the  Committee,  or  the  Vote  of  a 
General  Meetingr, 

XVII.  That  the  Committee  be  empow- 
ered to  call  extraordinary  Meetings  of  the 
Society,  giving  as  much  previous  Notice 
to  the  Members  as  the  Exigency  of  the 
Bufmefs  may  permit. 

XVIII.  That 
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XVII.  That,  in  order  to  promote  the 
Eftablifhment  of  fimilar  Societies  in  other 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  One  Hundred  non- 
refident  Members  fhall  be  admitted  into 
this  fociety,  being  propofed  and  choien 
according  to  the  Rules  of  Ballotting. 

XIX.  That  fuch  non-refident  Members 
fhall  fubfcribe  One  Guinea  annually,  to  the 
General  Fund :  and  a  written  Authority, 
for  inferting  their  Names  in  the  Books  of 
the  Society,  fhall  be  lodged  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Secretary  by  the  propofing  Member. 
Such  Members  during  their  occalional  re- 
fidence  in  London,  and  Attendance  on  the 
Society,  being  entitled  to  all  the  Rights  of 
ordinary  Members. 

XX.  That  fuch   non-refident   Members, 
fhall  fign  the  Declaration  of  this  Society,  of 
the  nth  of  April,  1792,  fubjoined  as  follows : 

I  agree  fully  to  the 

Principles  exprefled  in  the  above  Declaration  of  the  nth 
of  April,  1792,  by  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People,  and  am  deiirous  of  being  admitted  into  the  Aflb- 
ciation  as  a  non-refident  iVIember,  my  refidence  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  London  preventing  my  attendance  on  the  or- 
dinary Meetings  of  the  Society. 

(Signed) 


Free- 


OF  FRIENDS  OF    THE  PEOPLE.  II 

Freemafons  Tavern,  26th  April,   1792. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  ejlahlijbed 
on  the  11th  Liflant,  under  the  Title  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  ajfociated  for  the 
purpoft  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary 
Reform. 

W.  H.  LAMBTON,  Efq.   M.  P. 
IN  THE  CHAIR. 

rvEAD  the  Draught  of  an  Addrefs  to  the 
People  of  Great  Britain,  contained  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee. 

Resolved  unanimously, 
That  the  faid  Addrefs  is  approved  of  and 
adopted  by  this  Meeting,   and  that  it  be 
printed. 

Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain. 

NO  man,  who  is  not  ready  to  exprefs  his 
concurrence  in  our  principles  by  figning  the 
Declaration,  can  be  admitted  into  our  Society. 
The  obje6ls  of  it,  as  we  conceive,  are  of  a  na- 
ture at  all  times  fit  to  be  purfued  and  recom- 
mended to  the  country.  At  different  periods 
they  have  heretofore  been  avowed  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  higheft  authorities  in  this 
kingdom  ;  by  eminent  individuals,  and  con- 
fiderable  bodies  of  men  ;  by  Mr.  Locke  and 
Judge  Blackftone ;  by  the  late  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham, and  Sir  George  Savile ;  by  the  Duke 

of 
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of  Richmond,  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdown, 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Fox;  by  petitions  from 
feveral  counties,  and  by  repeated  declara- 
tions from  the  citv  of  London . 

In  appealing  to  the  avowed  opinions  of 
men  of  eflabliThed  reputation,  or  of  diftin- 
guiflied  rank  in  their  country,  we  do  not 
mean  to  ftrengthen  the  reafon  or  enforce  the 
necefllty  of  the  meafure  we  propofe,  fo 
much  as  to  obviate  all  perfonal  imputations, 
which  the  enemies  of  the  caufe  will  be  ready 
to  throw  upon  thofe  who  fupport  it.  It  is 
not,  that  on  our  account,  we  dread  the  efFe6l 
or  regard  the  impreflTion,  which  fuch  impu- 
tations may  produce.  But  we  think  it  ma- 
terial to  the  credit  and  fuccefs  of  our  pro- 
ceedings to  fliew,  that  we  are  not  aiming 
at  Reforms  unthought  of  by  wife  and  virtu- 
ous men  ;  that  our  opinions  neither  pofTefs 
the  advantage,  nor  are  liable  to  the  objec- 
tion of  novelty  ;  and  that  v/e  cannot  be  ac- 
cufed  or  fufpe6led  of  fa6lious  purpofes,  or 
dangerous  defigns  without  extending  the 
fame  accufation  or  fufpicion  to  the  motives 
of  men,  whofe  fituation  and  property,  in- 
dependent of  their  chara6ler,  principles, 
and  abilities,  have  given  them  a  moft  impor- 
tant ftake  in  the  peace  and  good  government 
of  the  kingdom. 

Convinced  by  oiu'  own  refle6f  ions,  by  ex- 
perience, and  by  authorit}^  that  the  thing 
we  propofe  to  do,  is  fit  to  be  done,  we  have, 
with  equal  deliberation,  weighed   the  rea- 

fons 
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fons  that  may  recommend,  or  be  objecl- 
ed  to  the  prefent  time,  as  the  moft  or 
leaft  proper  for  bringing  it  forward.  On 
this  point,  we  have  no  addrefs  to  make,  to 
the  determined  enemies  of  a  reform  of  every 
kind.  Their  obie6lion,  whether  vahd,  or 
not,  is  to  the  fubftance  of  the  meafure,  and 
cannot  be  abated  by  circumftances.  To 
thofe  who  concur  generally  in  the  principle, 
but  who  may  be  inclined  by  particular  rea- 
fons  to  defer  the  attempt,  w^e  ferioufly  wifh 
to  fubmit  the  following  confiderations:  that 
admitting  this  to  be  a  feafon  of  general  tran- 
quility in  the  country,  it  is,  on  that  account, 
the  more  proper  for  temperate  reflection, 
and  prudent  exertions  to  accompliQi  any 
neceffary  improvement; —  it  is  the  time 
when  praclical  meafures  for  that  purpofe, 
are  mioft  likely  to  be  adopted  with  difcretion 
and  purfued  with  moderation.  If  we  are 
perfuaded  to  wait  for  other  times, of  a  dif- 
ferent complexion,  for  times  of  public  com- 
plaint, or  general  difcontent,  we  fhall  then 
be  told,  that  general  remedies  are  not  fit  to 
be  propofed  in  the  moment  of  particular  dif- 
order,  and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  wait  for  the 
return  of  quiet  days,  unlefs  we  mean  to  cre- 
ate or  increafe  conFufion  in  the  country.  The 
refult  of  this  dilemma,  if  it  be  fufifered  to  pre- 
vail, is  pure  and  abfolute  inactivity  at  pre- 
fent, and  for  ever.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
it  be  true,  as  we  are  convinced  it  is,  that  in 
this  general  appearance  of  tranquillity,  there 

is 
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is  fome  mixture  of  difcontent,  as  well  as  of 
ftroncr  and  well  grounded  opinion,  on  the 
fubjeL:t  of  abules  in  the  Government,  and 
corruptions  of  the  Conftitution,  we  wifli  it  to 
be  confidered  by  men,  whofe  judgment  has 
been  formed  or  enlightened  by  experience, 
and  whofe  actions  are  mofi:  likely  to  be  di- 
re6ted  by  prudence,  whether  in  taking  pro- 
per meafures  to  remove  the  caufe  and  obje6ls 
of  fuch  difcontent,  and  opinion,  the  choice 
of  the  time  be  not  a  material  part  of  the 
meafure  ;  and  whether  the  earlielt  time  that 
can  be  taken  for  preventing  the  increafe  of 
an  exifting  evil,  be  not  the  fafeft  and  the 
beft? 

The  example  and  fituation  of  another 
kingdom,  are  held  out  to  deter  us  from  in- 
novations of  any  kind.  We  fay,  that  the 
Reforms  we  have  in  view  are  not  innova- 
tions. Our  intention  is  not  to  change,  but 
to  reflore  ;  not  to  difplace,  but  to  re^inflate 
the  Conftitution  upon  its  true  principles, 
and  original  ground.  In  the  condu6t  of 
perfons  mofi:  likely  to  reproach  us  with  a 
fpirit  of  innovation,  we  lee  a  folid  ground 
for  retorting  the  imputation.  Their  pro- 
feflions  of  admiration  of  the  beauty,  and  of 
zeal  for  the  fecurity,  of  the  Conftitution, 
appear  to  us  too  lavifh  to  be  fmcere,  efpe- 
cially  when  compared  with  thofe  pra6lical 
violations,  with  which  they  fufl'er  this  beau- 
tiful fyftem  to  be  invaded,  and  to  which 
they  never  refufe  to  give  their  concurrence. 

They 
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They  will  not  innovate,  but  they  are  no 
enemies  to  gradual  decay  ;  as  if  the  changes 
infenlibly  produced  by  time  and  nourifhed 
by  negle6l,  were  not  in  effecl  the  moft  dan- 
gerous innovations.  But  what  fecurity 
have  we,  that  the  difpofitions  of  fuch  men 
are  not  fomething  worfe  than  pafhve  ?  how 
are  w^eafliired  that,  in  praifing  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  their  intention  is  not  to  adorn  a  vicf  im, 
which  they  wifh  to  facrifice,  or  to  flatter  the 
Beauty  they  are  endeavouring  to  corrupt  ? 
Let  their  intention  be  what  it  may,  we 
anfwer  their  accufation  in  the  words  of  one 
of  the  wifeft  of  mankind: ''  *THAT  TIME 
"  IS  THE  GREATEST  INNOVATOR ; 
'^  AND  IF  TIiME  OF  COURSE  ALTER 
«  THINGS  TO  THE  WORSE,  AND  IF 
"  WISDOM  AND  COUNSEL  SHALL 
**  NOT  ALTER  THEM  TO  THE 
«  BETTER,  WHAT  SHALL  BE  THE 
"  END  r 

By  the  Reform  propofed  by  Lord  Chat- 
ham 'f ,  he  declared  in  the  Houle  of  Lords, 
that  he  meant  to  infuje  a  portion  of  new  health 
into  the  Conftitution.  The  Duke  of  Richmond 
has  declared  §,  that  "  his  reafons  In  favour 
"  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform  were  formed 
"  on  the  experience  of  twcnty-fix  years, 
"  which,  whether  in  or  out  of  Government, 
"  had  equally  convinced  him,  that  the  rejfora- 

•  Lord  Bacon.         f  Jan.  22,  1770.         §  Jan.  17,  1783^ 

"  tion 
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"  tioii  of  a  genuine  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  a 
"  renovation  of  the  Rights  of  the  People,  was 
**  the  only  remedy  againt  thatfyjlem  oj  corrupt 
**  tion,  zvhich  had  brought  the  nation  to  difgrace 
"  and  poverty,  and  threatened  it  with  the  lofs  of 
•*  liberty  f 

Other  authorities,  in  favour  of  a  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,  as  dire6l  and  explicit  as 
thefe,  might  be  quoted  in  abundance.  The 
public  is  pofTefled  of  them.  We  rather  wifh 
to  encounter,  becaufe  we  are  fure  we  can 
efface,  in  every  rational  mind,  the  impreflioii 
which  may  have  been  mad-e  by  a  view  of 
thofe  events,  which  have  attended  a  total 
change  in  the  Conftitution  of  France.  WE 
DENY  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  ANY 
RESEMBLANCE  WHATEVER  BE- 
TWEEN THE  CASES  OF  THE  TWO 
KINGDOMS;  AND  WE  UTTERLY 
DISCLAIM  THE  NECESSITY  OF  RE- 
SORTING TO  SIMILAR  REMEDIES. 
We  do  not  believe  that,  at  this  day,  an  ab- 
folute  avowed  defpotifm,  in  the  hands  of 
the  executive  power,  would  be  endured  in 
this  country.  But  who  can  fay,  to  what 
conclufion  the  filent  unrefifted  operation  of 
abufes,  inceflantly  ailing  and  conftantly 
increafing,  may  lead  us  hereafter ;  what 
habits  it  may  gradually  create  ;  what  power 
it  may  finally  eftablilh  ?  The  abufes  in  the 
government  of  France  were  fuffered  to 
gather  and  accumulate,  until  nothing  but  an 
eruption  could  put  an  end  to  them.    The 

difcontent- 
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dLTcontei-it  of  the  people  was  converted  into 
der?:>air.  Preventive  remedies  were  either 
not  thoui]:ht  of  in  time,  or  were  not  propofed 
until  it  \/L>,s  too  late  to  apply  them  with 
effect.  The  fubverfion  of  the  ancient 
government  enfiied.  The  inference  from 
tiiis  coniparifon  is  at  once  fo  powerful  and 
fo  obvious,  tliat  we  know  not  by  what  ar- 
gument to  ilhiftrate  or  enforce  it.  We 
niean  to  avert  lor  eve.'  from  our  country  the 
calamities  infeparable  fromfuchconvulfions. 
If  there  be,  as  it  h  faid,  in  any  part  of  this 
kingdom,  a  difpofition  to  promote  confufion, 
or  even  to  arrive  at  improvement  by  un- 
conltitutional  and  irregular  courfes,  we  hold 
ourfelves  as  ltri6tly  pledged  to  refift  that 
difpofition,  v,hercver  it  may  appear,  as  to 
purfue  our  own  objecls  by  unexceptionable 
methods.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  be  true, 
that  the  mafs  of  the  people  are  fatisfied 
with  tlie  prefent  ftate  of  things,  or  indif- 
ferent about  it ;  if  they  approve  of  the  re- 
prefentation  as  it  hands,  the  form  of  eledlion, 
and  the  duration  of  the  iruft;  or  if  con- 
denming  thefe  things,  they  are  determined, 
from  iiidolence  or  defpair,  not  to  attempt 
to  CQrre(^f  them  ;  then  indeed  the  efforts  of 
individuals  may  be  ineffectual,  but  they 
cannot  be  injurious  to  the  peace  of  the  com- 
munity. If  the  fpirit  of  the  Confiitution 
be  dead  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  no  hu- 
man induhrv  can  revive  it.  To  affirm,  that 
cxtenlive  miiVhief  may  be  done  by  a  ftate- 

B  ment 
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ment  of  fa6ls  or  arguments,  which  make 
no  general  impreffion  on  the  public  mind, 
is  a  propofition  that  contradi6ls  itfelf,  and 
requires  no  other  refutation.  We  truft  it 
will  be  proved  by  experiment,  that  thefe 
inconfiftent  aflertions  are  equally  unfounded, 
and  that  the  people  of  this  country  are  no 
more  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  abufes  without 
complaint,  than  to  look  for  redrefs  in  any 
proceedings  repugnant  to  the  laws,  or  un- 
warranted by  the  conftitution.  Between 
anarchy  and  defpotifm,  fpeaking  for  our- 
felves,  we  have  no  choice  to  make ; — we 
have  no  preference  to  give.  We  neither 
admit  the  neceffity,  nor  can  we  endure  the 
idea  of  reforting  to  either  of  thefe  ex- 
tremities as  a  refuge  from  the  other.  The 
courie  we  are  determined  to  purfue,  is 
equally  diftant  from  both. 

Finally,  we  aflert,  that  it  mufl:  be  blind- 
nefs  not  to  fee,  and  treachery  not  to  ac- 
knowledge. 

That  ^^  ^  the  injlruments  of  power  are  not 
"  perhaps  fo  open  and  avowed  as  they  formerly 
**  werey  and  therefore  are  the  lefs  liable  to 
**  jealous  and  individious  rfjieSfions  ;  hut  they 
"  are  nbt  the  weaker  upon  that  account.  In 
**  J}:)orti  our  national  debts  arid  taxes  have,  in 
**  their  natural  confequences,  thrown  fuch  a 
"  weight  of  power  into  the  executive  fcale  of 
**  government^  as  we  cammt  think  was  intended 
**  by  our  patriot  ance/iors,  ivho  glorioujly 
"  J^^'^^S^^^  fi^  ^^^  abolition  of  the  then  for  mi- 
*  Blackftone. 

dable 
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"  ddble  parts  of  the  prerogative,  and  by  an  wi- 
"  accountable  want  of  forefight,  ejlabhjhed  this 
"  fyftem  in  their  ft e ad" — Our  general  obje6l 
is  to  recover  and  preferve  the  true  balance 
of  the  Couititution. 

THESE  ARE  THE  PRINCIPLES  OF 
OUR  ASSOCIATION,  and,  on  our  fteady 
adherence  to  them,  we  look  with  a  juft  con- 
fidence to  the  approbation  and  fupport  of 
the  people  in  the  profecution  of  our  object. 
A  meafiT'e,  fo  likely  to  be  oppofed  by  the 
united  iirength  of  various  interefls,  can 
never  fucceed,  but  by  the  declared  and 
hearty  concurrence  of  the  nation. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  a  motion  be  made  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  at  an  early  period  in  the  next 
SefTion  of  Parliament,  for  introducing  a  Par- 
liamentary Reform. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  Charles  Grey,  Efq.  be  requefted  to 
make,  and  the  Hon .  Thomas  Erfkine  to  fe- 
cond,  tl^  above  motion. 

Signed, 
By  the  unanimous  Order  of  the  Meeting, 
W.  H.  LAMBTON,  Chairman. 


B2 


20  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

Freemafons  Tavern,  Saturday,  May  5th,  1792- 

WILLIAM  BAKER  Efq.  M.  P.  in  the  Chair. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  JOHN  RUSSELL,  M.  P. 
DEPUTY-CHAIRMAN. 


MR.  Bx^KER,  from  the  Committee, 
brought  up  the  following  Refolutions, 
which  were  agreed  to  by  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Meet- 
ing, that  a  formal  Notice  having  been  given 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  Monday  the 
30th  of  April,  by  Charles  Grey,  Efq.  of  his 
intention  to  bring  forward,  at  an  early  pe- 
riod in  the  next  Seflion  of  Parliament,  a 
Motion  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  occafion 
has  fmce  been  taken  to  throw  out  and  pro- 
pagate a  variety  of  afperfions,  equally 
groundlefs  in  fubdance,  and  opprobrious  in 
terms,  againfi:  the  motives,  obje6ls  and  pro- 
cedings  of  this  AlTociatlon. 

Resolved,  That  although  we  are  of 
opinion  that  the  true  objedfs  of  our  inftitu- 
tion  have  been  clearly  defined,  and  di(lin6tly 
exprefled  in  our  Declaration,  and  Addrefs, 
it  may  neverthelefs  be  advifeable  to  encoun- 
ter and  repel  the  calumnies,  with  which  we 

have 
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have  been  attacked,  by  the  following  obfer- 
vations,  which  we  v/illino^ly  fubmit  to  the 
cool  and  impartial  judgment  of  our  coun- 
try. 

That,  whereas  it  is  objecled  generally  by 
perfons,  who  have  not  yet  ventured  to  de- 
ny the  ncceffitv  of  a  Reform  in  the  actual 
Reprefentation  of  the  People,  at  fome  proper 
but  undetermined  period,  that  time  we  have 
taken,  and  the  mode  we  have  adopted,  for 
bringing  forward  the  meafure,  are  likely  to 
produce  the  moft  dangerous  confequences  in 
the  country  ; — we  fay  that  the  arguments, 
which  determined  us  in  the  choice  of  the 
time,  have  been  fully  ftated  in  our  Addrefs, 
but  have  been  no  where  anfwered,  nor  at  all 
fairly  conlidered.  This  objec^lion  is  urged 
and  relied  on,  as  if  it  had  not  been  forfeen 
and  anticipated.  We  muft  content  ourfelves 
therefore  with  re-afiertino:  that  a  leafon  of 
quiet  and  profperity  is  the  mod  proper  for 
mild  and  temperate  difcufllon,  as  well  as  for 
taking  moderate  and  realbnable  fecurities 
for  the  future  ;  and  that  the  choice  of  fuch 
a  time  is  alone  fufficient  to  clear  us  of  any 
intention  to  promote  popular  difcontent. 
Butweunderftand  it  has  been  particularly  af- 
ferted  that  the  prefent  time  is  improper,  be- 
caufe  no  fpecific  grievance  exifts  ;  whereas  the 
period,  when  former  propofals  for  Reform 
were  offered  to  Parliament,  was  perfectly 
proper,  becaufe  a  grievance  did  then  fubfifl 
m  the  American  war ;    the  origin,  the  con- 

B  3  ti nuance. 
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tinuance,  and  the  calamities  of  which  were 
attributed  to,  or  fuppofed  to  be  connecled 
with  the  iiTiperfe61  and  corrupted  ftate  of 
the  Keprefentation  of  the  People  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

We  do  not  admit  that  the  immediate  non- 
exiftence  of  grievances,  which  the  acknow- 
ledged corruption  of  the  inititution.  is  at  all 
times  equally  capable  of  producing,  is  any 
objection  agairft  taking  fecurities  to  prevent 
the  return  of  fuch  grievances.  But  v.e  po- 
fitively  aSrm,  that  in  facSt,  a  cafe  has  lately 
occurred,  which,  on  the  very  principles  of 
the  obje61ion,  euablifhes  the  neceility  of  a 
Reform  in  the  confi:ru6lion  of  the  HouFe  of 
Commons.  We  mean  the  late  Armanient 
intended  to  a6l  agalnfl  Ruiha,  which  might 
have  involved  the  nation  in  a  moft  impolitic 
and  ruinous  war  ;  and  to  which  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  gave  their 
fupport,  in  direct  contradi6f  ion  to  the  real 
interefts,  and  to  the  acknowledged  fenfe  of 
the  people.  With  refpect  to  the  mode  of 
of  our  proceeding,  we  conceive  that  the  ob- 
je61:ions  urged  againft  it,  ought  to  have  been 
as  precife,  as  fpecific,  as  the  reafons  we  have 
afllgned  in  fupport  of  it.  Inftead  of  compar- 
ing the  principles  we  profefs  with  thofe  of 
the  Conflitution ;  inftead  of  canvaffing  the 
terms  of  our  declaration,  and  proving  a  con- 
tradiction between  our  profefTions  and  our 
condu61,  it  is  thought  fit  to  load  us  with  a 
loofe,  unfupported,  general  charge,  exprefs- 

ed 
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ed  in  tlie  language  of  reproach,  not  of  ar- 
gument ;  of  uniting  with  certain  bodies  of 
men,  whofe  principles  and  practice,  as  far  as 
they  appear  to  be  fuch  as  they  are  reprefent- 
ed,  we  have  not  only  difclaimed  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  terms,  but  have  declared,  that  we  are 
determined  to  refiR:  to  the  utmofi:  of  our 
ability.  Not  a  fmgle  propofition,  not  one 
fentence,  nor  even  a  word  in  the  declaration 
and  addrefs,  which  we  have  fubmitted  to 
the  public,  has  been  pointed  out  as  liable  to 
an  objection  of  any  kind.  We  do  believe, 
that  the  minds  of  men  are  every  day  more 
and  more  enlightened  on  the  fubje6l  of  the 
Conftitution  and  Government  of  their  coun- 
try, as  well  as  more  attentive  to  it,  than  in 
former  times.  That  difpofition  has  not  been 
created  by  any  efforts  of  ours.  We  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  exifts  very  generally  throughout 
this  kingdom.  Is  it  iijeful  to  difcourage,  is  it 
poffibJe  to  fupprefs  it?  We  earneftly  recom- 
mend it  to  thofe,  who  wifh  well  to  the  peace 
of  the  kingdom,  to  confider  ferioufly,  whe- 
ther under  the  acknowledged  exiftence  of 
abufes,  a  declared  refiftance  to  every  pro- 
pofal  for  amendment,  may  not  in  the  event, 
prove  favourable  to  the  views  of  men,  whofe 
principles  are  dertru61:ive  of  all  good  govern- 
ment, and  wholly  irreconcileable  with  the 
objeft  of  our  Afibciation. 

Before  the  Motion,  to  which  one  of  our 
Members,  in  compliance  w'ith  the  requeft 
of  the   Society,  has  pledged   himfelf,    can 
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be  made,  we  hope  the  fcnfe  of  tlie  coun- 
try, will  be  difiincily  expreired.     If,    alter 
having  done  every   thing  in  our  power,  to 
obtain  the  Reform,  which  we  think  wanting, 
the  country    fliall   appear  to   bs   falishcd, 
with  the  prefent  Uate  of  the  Reprelentation, 
we  muft  and  ihall  fubmit.     If,  on  the  con- 
trary, th.e  propriety  of  our  nieafures  fhall 
appear  to  be  generally  felt  and  acknowledg- 
ed,  we  fhall  hold  ourfelves  bound  to  ufe 
every    legal     aad   conftitutional   means   of 
cflfetting  a  timely  and  temperate  Reform  ; 
the  only  one  which  we  can  pro])ofe,  and  the 
only  one  to  which  we  will  give  our  concur- 
rence.    Whenever  that  objedl  is   attained, 
our  Aflbclation  is  at  an  end — We  go  no  fur- 
ther.— The  people  then  will  poflcfs  a  more 
perfe6l  organ  to  exprefs   their  fentiments, 
and  a  power  to  correcl  thole  abufes,  which 
v^'Q  c^W  jubordinate,  and  which  we  believe  to 
proceed  principally  from  the   prefent  de- 
praved ftate  of  the  Reprefentation   of  the 
People  in  Parliament. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  above  Refolutions, 
propofed  by  the  Conm^.ittee,  be  agreed  to, 
and  adopted  by  the  Society,  and  that  the 
Committee  beinftru6led  to  publifii  the  fame. 

Signed,  By  Order  of  the  Societ}'-, 

WILLIAM  BAKER,  M.P.  Chairman. 
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Frjemafon's  Tavern,  Saturday,  May  I2,  1792, 

Right  Hon.  Lord  JOHN  RUSSELL,  M.  P, 

CHAIRMAN. 

GEORGE  BYNG,  Efq.  M.  P. 

DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN. 


THE  following  Letter,  received  at  the 
laft  Meeting,  from  the  Society  for  Con- 
ftitirional  Information,  and  then  ordered 
to  be  reported  upon  by  the  Committee, 
was  again  read, 

"SIR, 

"  By  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Li- 
*'  formation,  I  am  commanded  to  exprefs 
«  to  you  the  fatisfa6tion  that  its  Members 
«  feel  on  the  inftitutionof  your  Society. 

"  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  itfelf, 
"  which  is  the  very  fubjecl  to  be  reformed, 
"  (hould  have  furnifhed  a  part  of  the 
"  ftrength  of  this  new  Inftitution,  may  ul- 
"  timately  afford  important  advantages  to 
**  the  public.  But  it  muft  not,  Sir,  be 
"  difguifed,  that  at  firft  this  circumfrance 
*'  will    neceffarily    be    accompanied    with 

"  doubts, 
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**  doubts,    with    fufpicions,     with   apjjre- 
**  henfions.     It   is  not,  Sir,  the  firil:  time 
*'  that  Members  of  that  Hoiile  have  pro- 
"  fefibd   themlelves  Reformers.     It  is   not 
"  the  firft  time  that  they  have  entered  into 
**  popular  Aflbciations  ;    but,  fhould  they 
*'  on  this  occafion  prove   faithfully  inflru- 
"  mental  in  effe6linor  a  fubftantial  Reform 
"  in  the  Reprefentation  of  the  People,  and 
"  the  duration  of  Parhaments,  it  zvill  be  the 
*'  firft  time  that  the  Nation  hath  not  found 
**  itfelf  in  an  error,  when  it  placed   confi- 
**  dence  in  affociated  Members  of  Parlia- 
"  ment,  for  the  recovery  of  the  Conftitu- 
"  tional   and    ineftimable    Rights    of   the 
"  People.    The  long  loft  Rights  of  Repre- 
"  fentation  are  rights,  Sir,vvrhich,  in  truth,  are 
*'  not  to  be  recovered  but  by  the  exertions 
"  and  unanimity  of  the  People  themfelves. 
"  Imprefied  with  this   great   truth,  it  has 
'*  been  an  invariable  obje6l  of  this  Society, 
"  to  revive  in  the  minds  of  the  Commonalty  at 
'*  large  a  knozvkdge  of  their  lofl  Rights,  re- 
'•  fpetfing  the  Election  and  duration  of  the  Re- 
"  prefentative   Body  ;'    and  we   doubt  not 
"  that  your  Society  will  fee  the  wifdom  of 
"  purfuing  a  like  courfe.    May  it  tafte  the 
'^  delight  of  diiTufmg  this  knowledge  !  May 
"  it  reap  the  honour   of  calling  forth  the 
"  energies  of  the  Nation  ! 

"  When  this  Society,  Sir,  contemplates 
"  that  flood  of  light  and  truth,  which,  under 
"  a  benign    Providence,    is  now  fweeping 
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"  ftom' the  earth  defpotifm  In. all  its  forms, 
"  and  infringements  of  rights  in  all  its  de- 
"  gi  ees  ;  to  make  way  for  freedom,  juilice, 
"  p-are,  and  human  happinefs  ;  and  when 
"  it  fees  yom'  Society  announce  itfelf  to  the 
**  world,  as  the  Friends  of  the  People,  it 
*'  refts  aflured,  that  this  new  Inftitution 
"  abundantly  partakes  of  that  light,  that  it 
''  embraces  that  truth,  and  that  it  will  a6l 
*'  up  to  the  facrednefs  of  that  friendfliip 
**  which  it  profefles,  by  nobly  calling  from 
"  it  with  difdain  all  aridocratic  referves, 
and  fairly  and  honeftly  contending,  for 
the  People's  Rights  in  their  fuU  ex- 
tent. Here,  Sir,  be  afTured,  lies  all  your 
firength.  You  may  boaft  of  names,  of 
**  wealth,  of  talents,  and  even  of  principles, 
*!  but  without  the  fellowfhip  of  the  people, 
**  widerjlandlng  and  feeling  their  immediate 
"  inteni/i  in  the  contefi,  your  Aflbciation, 
"  whenever  it  grapples  with  that  power- 
"  ful  defpotifm  to  which  it  is  oppofed,  and 
"  to  which  a  confiitutional  cloak  ferves  as 
"  fliield  and  armour,  will  moft  alTuredly 
*'  crumble  to  dud. 

"  Here,  Sir,  it  is  with  peculiar  fatisfac- 
"  tion,  that  the  Society  for  ConftitutionaJ 
"  Information  can  exprefs  its  belief  that  to 
"  its  own  unequivocal  '  Declaration  of 
"  Rights,  without  which  no  Engli/Jjman  can  be 
"  a  Freeman,  nor  the  E7igli/b  Nation  a  free 
*'  People/  it  owes  that  confidence  on  the 
**  part  of  all  true  friends  to   a  fubftantial 

"  Reform 
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^:  Reform  of  Parliament,  which  in  all 
"  periods  of  the  Society's  exiftence,  it  has  in- 
*•  variably  experienced.  This  fhortdeclara- 
"  tion,  containing  no  more  than  fourdiCtinft 
"  propoiitions,  latisfied  the  people  that  the 
*'  Society  afllnned  not  the  Office  of  Re- 
"  former,  without  knov/ing  with  precifion 
*'  what  wanted  reform  ;  nor  the  chara6fer 
"  of  friend,  without  raani felling  that  fm- 
•*  eerity  which  gave  proof  of  its  attachment. 
"  It  left  to  Rich  Reformers  as  Mr.  Burke 
"  to  talk  of  the  People's  liberties  ;  and  at 
**  the  fame  time  to  deny,  or  explain  away 
"  their  rights. 

"  This  Society,  Sir,  trufts  that  the  purity 
**  of  principle,  which  actuated  individual 
*'  Members  of  Parliament,  who  joined  the 
"  Aflbciations  that  have  been  fpoken  of, 
"  will  in  no  degree  be  alfecled  by  the  ob- 
*'  fervations  that  have  been  made  upon  the 
"  inefficiency  of  thofe  Aflbciations  ;  but  con- 
**  vinced  that  a  ftrong  impreffion  ftill  re- 
*'  mains  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  that 
*'  in  general,  perfons  who  have  long  been 
'  accuftomed  to  hold  feats  in  the  Huufe  of 
**  Commons  under  the  prefent  abufes  in  the 
*'  reprefentation,  and  vvhofe  conne6lions 
"  are  all  AriRocratic,  muft  be  almoft  more 
''  than  men,  at  once,  and  completely,  to 
"  facriiice  both  prejudice  and  unwarranted 
"  power  at  the  Altar  of  Freedom.  This 
"  Society,  convinced,  I  fay.  Sir,  of  the 
**  exigence  of  this  impreirion,   would  not 

"  futfer 
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**  iuffer  its  delicacy  to  ftand  in  the  way  of 
**  its  duty  on  this  important  occafion ;  but 
"**'  determined  with  the  franknefs,  belonging 
*'  to  fincere  affection,  to  warn  its  new  bre- 
**  thren  againft  a  danger,  to  which  they 
**  might  otherwife  become  expofed  through 
**  mere  inadvertency. 

"  That  the  diftinguifhed  perfons  who 
"  have  adorned  the  Senate,  and  now  adorn 
"  your  Society,  may  be  found  equal  to  the 
"  fublime  effort  of  virtue  which  their  litua- 
"  tion  now  demands ;  and  may  on  that  ac- 
"  count  receive  the  bledlngs  of  their  coun- 
"  trvand  of  mankind  to  the  late  ft  pofterity, 
**  is  the  fincere,  the  ardent  wifli  of  the 
"  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,  in 
*'  whofe  name  I  have  the  honour  to  fub- 
"  fcribe  myfelf,  with  great  regard, 

"  SIR, 

"  Your  moft  obedient,  humble  fervant, 
(Signed) 

JOHN  CARTWRIGHT,  Chairman, 

Tooke's-court,  April,  27,  1792, 

**  To  the  Prefident  of  the  Society,  en- 
'*  titled,  T'be  Frieficls  of  the  People,  af- 
"  foci  at  ^d  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
•*  a  Parliamentary  Reform." 

William 
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William  Baker,  Efq.  M.  P.  Chainnaln, 
reported  from  tiie  Committee,  the  follow- 
ing anfwcr,  whicli  they  propofed  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Society. 

"  SIR, 

"  Fully  fenfible  that  the  Society  for  Con- 
flitutional  Information  have  made  no  Ikcri- 
fice  to  delicacy  in  their  Addrels  to  us,  we, 
on  our  part,  fliall  affed:  no  difguife.  Vo- 
luntary AiTociations  not  being  armed  with 
public  authority,  have  no  force  but  that  of 
truth,  no  hope  of  fuccefs,  but  in  the 
ftrength  of  reafon,  and  the  concurrence  of 
the  public. 

"  We  profefs  not  to  entertain  a  wifh, 
"  that  the  great  plans  of  public  benefit,  zvhich 
"  Mr.  Paitie  has  fo  powerfully  recommended, 
**  willfpeedily  be  carried  into  effedt^\"  nor  to 
amufe  our  fellow-citizens  with  the  magni- 
ficent promife  of  obtaining  for  them  the 
"  Rights  -f  of  the  People  in  their  full  ex- 
"  tent,"  the  indefinite  language  of  delufion, 
which  by  opening  unbounded  profpe6ls  of 
political  adventure,  tends  to  deflroy  that 
public  opinion,  which  is  the  fupport  of  all 

*  For  thefe  txz^  words,  fee  the  Refolutions  of  the 
Manchefter  Society,  publifhed  by  the  Society  for  Confti- 
tutional  Information,  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the 
i6th  of  April,  1792. 

t  The  words  of  their  Letter,  figned  J.  Cartwright. 

Free 
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Free  Governments,  and  to  excite  a  fpirit  of 
innovation,  of  which  no  v/ifdom  can  forfee 
the  effe6l,  and  no  (kill  direct  the  courfe. 
We  view  man  as  he  is  :  the  crcatm'e  of  habit 
as  well  as  of  reafon .  We  think  it  therefore 
our  bounden  duty  to  propofe  no  extreme 
changes,  which,  however  fpecious  in  theory, 
can  never  be  accompliflied  without  violence 
to  the  fettled  opinions  of  mankind,  nor  at- 
tempted without  endangering  fome  of  the 
moft  eftimable  advantages  which  we  con- 
fefledly  enjoy.  We  are  convinced  that  the 
people  bear  a  fixed  attachment  to  the  happy 
form  of  our  Government,  and  the  genume 
prirxiples  of  our  Conftitution.  Thefe  we 
cherifh  as  objefts  of  juft  affecf  ion,  not  from 
any  implicit  reverence  or  habitual  fuperftl- 
tion,  but  as  inftitutions  bell  calculated  to 
to  produce  the  happinefs  of  man  in  Civil 
Society; — and  it  is  becaufe  we  are  convinced 
that  abufes  are  undermining  and  corrupting 
them,  that  we  have  aflbciated  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  thofe  principles.  We  wifli  to 
reform  the  Conftitution,  becaufe  we  wifli  to 
preferve  it. 

"  AiTociations  formed  in  the  face  of 
Power,  in  oppofition  to  the  interefts  of 
our  prefent  Legiflators,  evince  that  individual 
fecurity,  and  perfonal  independence,  are  al- 
ready eltabhflied  by  our  laws.  The  immenfe 
accumulation  of  debt,  the  enormous  taxa- 
tion of  feventeen  millions  of  annual  revenue, 

dc- 


;^2  PROCEEDINFS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

demonllrate  that  the  colledfive  interefls  of  the 
community  have  been  negle6led  or  betrayed . 
We  beheve  the  defective  Confititution  of  the 
Aflembly  entrufted  with  the  public  pnrfe  to 
be  the  real  fource  of  this  evil.  With  this 
view  we  have  pledged  ourfelves  to  attempt 
a  timely  and  faliitary  Reform  ;  adhering  in 
every  meafure,  we  may  take  to  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  Conltitution.  Ac- 
cording to  thoi'e  acknowledged  principles, 
the  People  have  a  perfeft  right  to  pof- 
fefs  an  organ  by  which  the  public  mind 
may  ("peak  in  Legiflation ;  and  to  bind 
their  Reprefentatives  to  the  intereils  of 
the  whole  community,  by  a  frequent  re- 
novation of  the  trulh  Thefe  obie6ls  ac- 
compliPned,  we  believe  abufes  will  find  no 
protection  in  a  genuine  Reprefentation  of 
the  People  ;  that  regulations  beft  adapted 
to  the  public  happinefs  will  be  gradually  in- 
fufed  into  our  laws,  through  the  known 
channels  of  Legiflation,  and  that  the  agi- 
tated minds  oF  men,  refuming  their  con- 
fidence in  Parliament,  will  fubfide  into  a 
calm  expe6f ation  .  of  redrefs,  without  for- 
getting the  principles,  or  violating  the  forms 
of  the  Conltitution. 

*'  Thefe,  as  we  think,  are  the  views  of 
men  detefting  anarchy,  yet  fincere  Friends 
OF  THE  People.  Your  letter  appears  to 
to  us  to  be  written  with  a  view  to  create 
diftruft  of  our  defigns  ;   to  infinuate  doubts 

of 
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of  our  fincerity,  and  to  excite  an  early  fiif- 
picion  cf  our  principles  in  the  minds  of  the 
People.  We  have  not,  however,  refufed  in 
anlwer,  to  diiclaim  what  w^e  condemn,  and 
to  avow  our  real  obje(5ls,  from  the  purfuit 
•of  which,  we  will  not  fufFer  ourfelves  to  be 
diverted  by  any  controverfy.  We  inuft 
beg  leave  at  the  fame  time  to  decline  all  fu- 
ture intercourfe  with  a  Society  whofe  views 
and  objects,  as  far  as  v,e  can  collect  them 
from  the  various  refolutions  and  proceed- 
ings which  have  b'cen  publifhed,  we  cannot 
help  regarding  as  irreconcileable  with  thole 
real  interefts  on  \\  hich  you  profefs  to  in- 
form and  enlighten  the  People. 

"  Signed  in  the  name, 

"  And  by  order  of  the  Society, 

"  JOHN  RUSSEIX,  Chairman. 

"  Freemafons  Tavern y  May  12,  1792. 

"  ToJoHN  Cartwright,  Efq,  Chair- 
"  man  of  the  Society  for  Conftitu- 
•'  tional  Information." 

RESOLVED, 

That  the  Society  do  approve  and  adopt 
the  Anfwer  propofed  by  the  Committee  to 
the  Letter  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional 
In  format  ion . 

RESOLVED, 

That  the  proceedings    of  this    day,  in- 
cluding the  Letter  of  the  Society  for  Confti- 
C  u  tional 
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tutional  Information,  and   the  Anfwer    of 
this  Society  to  it,  be  printed  and  publiflied. 

RESOLVED, 

That,  together  with  the  Anfwer  of  this 
Society  to  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  In- 
formation, there  be  tranfmitted  to  John 
Cartwright,  Efq.  Chairman  of  that  Society, 
a  Copy  of  the  Refolution  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People,  to  print  and  pubhih  the  Letter 
and  Reply. 

By  Order  of  the  Meeting, 

(Signed) 
JOHN  RUSSELL,  Chairman. 


^ 


Free- 


OF  F^lllNDS  OF  THE  iPfiOPLE.  3J 

Freemafons  Tavern,  June  2,  1792. 

AT  a  Gereral  Meeting  of  the  Society 
of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  aflbciated 
for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  held  this  Day, — 

Sir  JOHN  THROCKMORTON,  Bart.  Chairman, 

JOHN  WHARTON,  Efq.  M.  P.  Dep.  Chairman, 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

j[  H  AT  the  Thanks  of  this  Society  be  given 
to  Charles  Grey,  Efq.  for  his  able  and  manly 
defence  of  this  Inltitution  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  on  the  25th  of  May,  and  for 
the  juft  feverity  with  which  he  expofed  the 
dereliction  of  the  Caufe  of  the  People,  by 
thofe  who  heretofore  profefTed  themfelves 
Advocates  for  Parliamentary  Reform. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  Thanks  of  this  Society  be  given 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  for  his 
fteady  adherence  to  the  caufe  of  the  People, 
and  for  his  able  and  eloquent  fupport  of 
the  amendment,  moved  by  Charles  Grey, 
Efq.  to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, on  the  25th  of  Ma}^ — an  Amend- 
ment which  teaches  Magiftrates  to  afford 
an  equal  protection  to  the  civil  Rights  of 
Men  of  all  denominations,  and  combines 
the  Peace  and  Order  of  Society,  with  the 
Liberty  and  Happinefs  of  the  People. 

C   2  RESOLVED 
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RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  Thanks  of  this  Society  bs  gi\^en 
to  thofe  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, who,  upon  the  fame  occafion,  joined 
their  efforts,  and  fo  ably  and  cloquentlv 
fupported  Mr.  Grey's  Amendment. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  Thanks  of  this  Society  be  given 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of 
Lauderdale^  for  his  able  and  manly 
defence  of  this  Inftitution  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  on  the  3 ill:  of  May;  and  for  the 
juft  feverity  with  which  he  expofed  the 
dereli6lion  of  the  caufe  of  the  People,  by 
thofe  who  heretofore  profelTed  themfelves 
advocates  for  Parliamentary  Reform. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  Thanks  of  this  Society  be  given 
to  the  Mod  Noble  the  Marquis  of 
Landfdowne,  for  his  confident  condu6t 
in  the  Caufe  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and 
for  the  fupport,  which,  with  fo  much 
ability  and  eloquence  he  gave  to  the  Amend- 
ment propofed  by  the  Earl  of  Lauder- 
dale. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  a  Copy  of  the  Second  Refolution 
be  tranfmitted  by  the  Chairman  of  this 
Meeting,  to  the  Right  Hon.  Charles 
James  Fox ;     and    that    a  Copy    of    the 

Fifth 
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Fifth  Refolution  be  alfo  fent  by  him  to  the 
Mrrquis  of  Lanfdowne. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  a  Proclamation  of  the  Crown,  can- 
not reftrain  or  impeach  that  freedom  in  the 
difcufTion  of  Pohtical  Subje6ts,  which  is 
effential  to  the  prefervationof  PubhcLiberty, 
congenial  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Britifli  Confti- 
tution,  and  the  Birth-right  of  Britons  efta- 
blifhed  by  their  Laws. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  late  Proclamation  appears  to 
this  Society  unneceffary  ;  becaufe  thofe  \yho 
under  pretence  of  exercifing  this  right  of 
political  difcuflion,  intentionally  vilify  the 
Government,  and  create  difaffeclion  in  the 
mind  of  the  people,  are  liable  to  profecution, 
and  may  be  punifhed  in  the  Courts  of  Law ; 
but  that  all  meafures  which  have  a  tendency 
to  prejudge  the  caufe  even  of  thefe  offenders 
before  trial  are  highly  improper. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  a  Proclamation  profeifing  to  be  di- 
re6led  againft  the  authors  and  publifliers  of 
fuch  writings  ;  but  fo  indefinitely  exprefled 
as  to  leave  a  doubt  whether  other  perfons, 
whofe  principles  and  proceedings,  even 
malice  itfelf,  cannot  find  a  ground  to  attack, 
were  the  real  objects  ;  is  of  dangerous  ex- 
ample in  the  Government  of  a  Free 
People. 

C  3  RE- 
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RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  this  Society,  confcious  of  the  in- 
tegrity of  their  motives,  are  determined  to 
perfevere  in  propofing  to  Parhciment,  and  to 
the  Country,  by  the  fame  temperate  and 
legal  means  which  they  have  hitherto  ufed,  a 
Reform  in  the  Reprefentation  of  the  People, 
the  neceiTity  of  which,  late  events  have  only 
tended  to  confirm. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  thefe  Refolutions  be  printed,  and 
publifhed  in  the  Morning  and  Evening 
Newfpapers. 

In  Name  and  by  Order  of  the  Meeting. 
Signed 
John  Throckmorton,  Chairman. 

.ORDERED 

That  the  following  Letter,  and  the  Anfwer 
of  the  Committee  of  this  Society,  be  printed 
and  publifhed. 

"  Committee  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
flitutional  Information  at  Sheffield, 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Honourable 
Society,  entitled  the  Friends  of  the 
People,  in  London. 

"  Gentlemen, 

"  It  is  with  infinite  pleafure  we  have  read 
and  confidered  your  Addrefs  and  Declara- 
tion from  your  General  Meeting  on  the  26th 
of  April  laft.  The  principles  therein  fet 
forth  by  fo  large  a  body  of  the  moft  re- 

fpe6i:able 
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fpe6lable  and  worthy  chara6lers,  are  a  fuffi- 
cient  teftimony  and  confirmation  to  us, 
that  fo  honourable  a  Society,  by  fignalizing 
themfelves  in  fupport  of  the  laudable  and 
general  caufe  of  the  community,  will  ren- 
der themfelves  moit  truly  worthy  of  that 
high  and  benevolent  appellation,  by  which 
they  are  already  known  to  us,  'the  Friends 
of  the  People. 

"  Your  fentiments,  your  motives,  and 
your  plan  of  obtaining  a  reform  of  the  abufes 
of  government  are  perfectly  in  unifon  with, 
our  ideas. — It  is  our  bufmefs  (to  which  we 
have  always  confined  our  endeavours)  to 
inftru6l  the  people  in  a  temperate  and 
peaceable  manner  in  the  neceflity  of  fuch  a 
reform  as  you  point  out ;  but  have  never 
yet  attempted  to  adopt  or  point  out  any 
particular  mode  of  obtaining  it,  further 
than  you  will  obferve  by  the  inclofed,  be- 
lieving that  in  due  time  men  of  more  re- 
fpeclable  chara6lers  and  greater  abilities 
would  ftep  forward.  To  fuch  Vv'e  have 
always  had  an  eye,  and  upon  fuch  we  have 
ever  meant  to  rely  for  our  government,  and 
the  adoption  of  the  moft  eligible  plan  of  a 
more  free  and  equal  reprefentation  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  removal  of 
the  great  abufes  and  impofitions  by  meafures 
altogether  inadequate  to  the  intereft  and 
welfare  of  the  nation  in  general,  and  to  the 
mechanical  and  laborious  part  of  the  com- 
munity in  particular. 

C4  "It 
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"  It  is  therefore  with  the  higheft  degree 
of  fatisfa6lion,  that  we  behold  fuch  a  re- 
fpe61:able  body  ftepping  forward  in  fo  laud- 
able, fo  jull,  and  fo  eood  a  caufe.  You 
have  our  warmed  wifhes,  fincerelt  ihanks, 
^nd  allured  endeavours  of  fupport  in  it,  to 
the  beft  of  ou.r  abilities,  in  a  rational  and 
peaceable  way.  It  is  our  duty,  and 
it  will  ever  claim  our  attention  llri^tly  to 
adhere  to,  to  maintain,  and  be  governed 
b}^  the  principles  laid  down  in  your  Decla- 
ration. Notwith(tandin<r  the  g-rofs  and 
fallacious  infinuations  of  the  enemies  of 
juftice  and  equity,  we  are  afllired  that  no 
honed  man  being  acquainted  with  our  prin- 
ciples, would  have  attempted  to  declare  in 
the  Houfe,  that  the  defign  of  thefe  AiTocia- 
tions  is  completely  to  overturn  the  Conftitu- 
tion,  &c.  and  we  are  forry,  that  Mr.  Baker 
was  under  the  difagreeable  necefTity  of  ex- 
plaining, in  anfwer  to  fuch  grofs  affertions, 
without  having  it  in  his  power  to  fpeak 
with  precifion  to  the  principles  and  defign 
of  this,  and  the  fmiilar  focieties,  and  to  have 
united  them  vv'ith  yours  in  his  explanation. 
For  this,  and  fnnilar  reafons,  we  are  induced 
to  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  wath 
the  above,  and  following  fketch.  Our  Mem- 
bers are  now  about  2400 ;  yet  we  have 
the  fatisfa6fion  with  truth  to  affirm,  that 
not  the  lead  diforder  or  confufion  hath  made 
its  appearance  amongd  us — all  is  unani- 
mity, peace,  and  concord.  As  our  Mem- 
bers 
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bers  increafe,  the  number  of  Meeting  places 
are  iiicreafed  in  proportion,  fo  as  not  to 
exceed  at  moft  thirty  Members  at  one 
place.  All  the  circular  Meetings  are  held 
once  a  fortnight,  on  the  fame  evening.  Our 
General  Meeting  is  held  once  a  month  at 
three  different  houfes,  on  the  fame  day, 
generally  very  crowded  ;  yet,  good  order 
and  regularity  are  ltri(^lly  attended  to  ;  and 
we  doubt  not  but  what  has  been  fuggelled 
to  be  impolhble,  will  be  fully  manifelted  to 
be  not  only  practicable,  but  eafy  to  ac- 
compli Ih,  viz  .  to  introduce  ufeful  knowledge, 
good  order  and  regularity,  into  the  minds 
and  morals  of  the  common  or  lower  orders 
of  people. 

"  We  are  perfe6fly  fatisfied  of  the  inte- 
grity and  abilities  of  thofe  reipe6fable  cha- 
ra6fers  who  conftitute  the  Society  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People  (but  if  we  may  pre- 
fmne  to  lay  before  them  fome  thoughts  we 
have  had,  refpe6ling  what  method  would 
be  the  belt  to  adopt  for  obtaining  the  gene- 
ral fenfe  of  the  nation  before  the  propofed 
Motion  in  the  next  Sefhon  of  Parliament 
takes  place)  we  beg  leave,  with  great  defe- 
rence to  that  hoiiourable  Society,  to  fubmit 
the  following  to  tlieir  fuperior  judgrruent. 
We  believe  the  mod  likely  and  efe^^ual 
plan  will  be  to  eflablifli  a  Convention  in 
London  by  Deputies  from  each  County  or 
Diflri6t,  by  which  m.eans  the  fentiments  of 

the 
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the  nation  may  be  obtained  without  any 
confufion  or  diforder. 

"  Looking  up  to  the  Friends  of  the 
People  as  our  leaders  and  directors  in  this 
great  and  neceflkry  bufinefs,  we  fliall  be 
Kappy,  and  efteem  it  a  great  favour,  to  re- 
ceive any  communication  which  they  may 
vouchfafe  to  favour  us  with. 

•*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  efleem, 
"  Your's  very  refpe(5tfully, 

SAMUEL  ASHTON,  Sec, 

**  By  Order  of  the  Committee y 
Sheffield y  May  14,  1792/' 

The  Committee  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People,  aflbciated  for  the  purpofe 
of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Society  for  Confti- 
tutional  Information  in  Sheffield. 

No.  52,  Frith-Jlreet^  LondoHy 
SIR,  May  24,  1792. 

We  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  14th  inftant,  and  to  re- 
turn you  our  thanks  for  a  confidence  which 
we  truft  our  future  condu6l  will  merit  from 
our  country. 

We  have  received  fincere  pleafure,  not 
only  from  the  firm  and  virtuous  tone  in 

which 
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which  you  have  fpoken  your  principles,  but 
from  the  wife  and  temperate  manner  in 
which  vou  have  limited  their  application  to 
practice.  We  rejoice  "  that  our  fentiments, 
**  our  mocives,  and  our  plans  of  reform, 
"  are  perfectly  in  unifon  with  your  ideas/' 
becauie  we  believe  that  a  conduct  in  the 
great  body  of  the  People  correfponding  to 
fuch  "  fentiments/'  will  equally  confound 
the  two  oppofue  clafles  of  enemies  to  th^ 
public  weal,  that  it  will  defeat  the  hopes  of 
thofe  who  would  dupe  the  people  into  tu- 
mult, and  that  it  will  filence  the  (landers  of 
thcie  advocates  of  corruption  who  have 
laboured  to  render  the  caufe  of  Liberty 
odious  and  terrible  to  all  good  citizens,  by 
confounding  it  with  principles  of  anarchy, 
and  by  loading  it  with  the  obloquy  of  pro- 
voking civil  commotion,  and  of  endanger- 
ing the  deltru(5tion  of  a  Conftitution,  juftly 
renowned  for  the  freedom  and  happinefs 
which  it  has  fo  long  beflovved. — You  are 
pleafed  to  fay  that  "  you  look  up  to  the 
*'  Friends  of  the  People  as  your  Leaders 
"  and  Diredlors  in  this  great  bufinefs." — 
Authorifed  as  we  feel  ourfelves  by  this  pro- 
ferred  guidance,  and  by  that  harmony  of 
fentiment  which,  from  the  tenor  of  your 
letter,  we  mult  fuppofe  to  exift  between 
you  and  ourfelves,  permit  us  to  lay  before 
you  Ibme  ideas  which  are  di6lated  by  zeal 
for  our  common  caufe.  The  caule  of  li- 
berty can  never  be  endangered  by  the  af- 

fault 
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fault  of  its  enemies,  but  may  fometimes  be 
€xpofed  by  the  indifcretion  of  its  friends, 
its  principles  are  founded  on  impregnable 
reafon,  and  its  enemies  are  therefore  too 
dextrous  dirr^Jy  to  attack  them.  It  is  not 
againll  the  reafonings  of  the  champions  of 
corruption  (for  they  have  produced  none), 
but  it  is  -againfl:  their  craft  and  their  mif- 
reprefentation  that  We  have  found  it  ne- 
ceiTary  to  defend  ourfelves  by  the  wari- 
nefs  of  our  language  and  our  conduct. 
A  fnnilar  warinefs,  as  far  as  the  autho- 
rity of  our  opinion  can  extend,  we  muft 
counfel  all  focieties  aflbcia^ted  on  funilar 
principles  for  the  accomplifliment  of  the 
fame  objeft,  to  obferve.  Accufed  as  they 
are,  in  common  with  ourfelves,  of  medi- 
tating one  object  and  holding  forth  an- 
other ;  of  feducing  the  people  by  a  mea- 
fure  fo  fpecious  and  falutary  as  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,  into  other  meafures  of 
defperate  tendency  and  undefinable  ex- 
tent, we  can  only  advife  them  to  follow 
our  example  in  honeftly  and  folemnly 
declaring,  that  "  they  make  the  prefer- 
"  vation  of  the  Conftitution,  on  its  true 
"  principles,  the  foundation  of  all  their 
"  proceedings,"  and  the  meafure  of  all 
their  Reforms.  Language  thus  explicit, 
will  efFeftually  combat  mifreprefentations, 
to  which,  perhaps,  ardent  indifcretion  may 
have  fometimes  furnifhed  pretexts.  An 
early  declaration  of  thefe  opinions,  which 

we 
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we  fincerely  believe  you  to  entertain,  will 
conciliate  many  to  the  caufe  of  a  Reform, 
who  are  now  held  in  honeft  neutrality  by 
their  fears.  The  friends  of  order,  after 
fuch  a  declaration,  jultified  by  confident 
condu6l,  will  be  no  longer  driven  to  feek 
refuge  from  anarchy  in  the  bofom  of  cor- 
ruption. The  interefted  fupporters  of  the 
prefent  abufcs  will  thus  be  difarmed  ;  for 
it  is  only  by  confounding  Reform  with 
commotion,  and  corruption  with  the  Britifh 
Conftitution,  that  they  are  enabled  to  pro- 
long and  to  defend  their  ufurpations.  All 
our  language,  as  you  will  perceive  from 
the  proceedings,  which  we  tranfmit  to  you, 
has  been  cautious,  becaufe  all  our  views  are 
moderate.  We  are  perfuaded  that  you 
have  a  fimilar  moderation  of  views,  and  we 
earneftly  exhort  you  to  a  fimilar  caution  in 
language. 

It  is  only  indeed  with  Societies  who  ex- 
prefs  the  fame  moderation  of  principles, 
and  adopt  the  fame  war inefs  of  language, 
that  this  ^Society  can  entertain  any  corre- 
fpondence,  or  promife  any  co-operation. 
We  have  publicly  diiclaimed  what  we  con- 
demnj  as  well  as  avowed  our  real  object ; 
and  on  an  occafion  unfought  for  by  us,  in 
conformity  with  this  principle,  we  have 
been  compelled  to  decline  all  intercourfe 
with  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Infor- 
mation in  London,  for  though  we  neither 
wifh  to  attack,  nor  pretend  to  didlate,  we 

are 
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are  certainly  entitled  to  decline  all  inter- 
courfe  with  men  whofe  views  and  prin- 
ciples appear  to  us  irreconcileable  with 
burs. 

On  the  particular  meafure  which  you 
fuggeft  for  collecting  the  opinion  of  the 
people  on  the  lubject  of  Reform,  we  do  not 
feel  ourfclves  yet  prepared  to  decide.  In  a 
more  advanced  ftage  of  the  bufmefs,  it 
may  become  very  fit  matter  for  delibe- 
ration. 

Permit  us,  Sir,  to  conclude  with  congra- 
tulating you,  and  congratulating  our  coun- 
try, on  the  admirable  principles  which  your 
letter  contains,  and  on  the  intrepid  modera- 
tion which  it  entitles  us  to  expe6l  from  you. 
You  will  deprive  our  enemies  of  every  pre- 
text for  counterfeiting  alarms  which  they 
do  not  feel,  and  of  every  opportunity  to 
defeat  our  meafures  by  calumniating  our 
intentions. 

In   Name,  and   by  Order   of  the  Com-- 
mittee,  (Signed) 

C.  GREY,  Chairman. 

To  Samuel  AJhton,  EJq.  Secretary  to  the  So- 
ciety  for  Conjlitutional  Information  in  Shef- 
field. 


Free- 
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Freemafon's  Tavem,  Saturday,  June  9,  179*^ 

JOHN  WHARTON,  Efq.  M.  P, 

CHAIRMAN, 

SAMUEL  WHITBREAD,Jun.  Efq.  M.P, 
DEPUTY  CHAIRMAN, 


M 


R,  BYNG,  from  the  Committee,  read 
the  following  Letter,  addrelTed  to  the 
Chairman  of  this  Society. 

Monday  Noon,  June^,  1792. 
**  SIR, 

**  After  the  ftrong  declaration  and  pro- 
tell,  which  fome  of  us  thought  it  our  duty 
to  make  at  the  Meeting  on  the  19th  of  May, 
and  in  which  we  all  heartily  concurred,  w^e 
might  perhaps  have  been  juftified  in  adopt- 
ing that  line  of  condu6l  which  we  now  find 
ourfelves  bound  to  purfue,  immediately  on 
the  appearance  of  the  Paper  from  the 
Society  for  Conflitutional  Information  on 
the  25th  of  that  month,  if  we  had  not  been 
anxious,  in  that  moment  of  critical  expec- 
tation, to  check  every  fymptom  of  difunicn 

among 
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among  ourfelves,  in  the  fanguine  hope 
that  at  the  Meethig  on  Saturday  la  It, 
the  moft  decifive  meafures  might  have  been 
taken  to  obviate  the  fatal  eltects  of  that 
Publication. 

"  You,  Sir,  will  recollect  the  weighty  ob- 
je6lions  which  were  made  to  Mr.  Cooper's 
ad  million  as  a  Member  of  the  AlVociation, 
the  fpecific  ground  of  thofe  objections,  and 
the  declared  Refolution  of  fome  of  us  to  re- 
nounce our  connet^tion  with  the  AlTociation 
on  that  very  account :  and,  as  we  cannot 
diflinguifli  between  the  appointment  of  that 
Gentleman  to  correfpond  with  the  Ja- 
cobins at  Paris,  and  the  exprefs  avowal 
of  a  fimilar  correfpond ence  a6lually  car- 
ried on  under  the  hand  and  fignature  of 
Mr.  Cartwright,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to 
conceive,  upon  what  principle,  the  one 
jhould  have  ceafed  to  belong  to  the  Aflbci- 
ation,  which  did  not  equally  demand  the 
exclufion  of  the  other. 

"  No  ftep  of  this  fort  appears  to  have 
been  taken. — Retaining  the  fame  opinion  of 
the  propriety  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform, 
agreeably  to  thofe  principles  which  alone 
induced  us  to  engage  in  the  Affociation,  and 
which  we  have  repeatedly  declared  to  the 
Public,  we  feel  what  is  due  to  our  own 
confiftency  of  condu6l-;  and,  under  this  im- 
preflion,  we  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to 
withdraw  our  names  from  a  Society,  which, 
by  continuing  fuch  connections,  will,  in  our 
opinion,  frullrate  the  attainment  of  thofe 

verv 
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very  objeds  for  which  alone  the  AlTocia- 
tion  was   inftituted,    and  to  which   alone 
its  attention  ought  to  be  dire6led. 
"  We  have  the  honour  to  be 
-  SIR, 

'*  Yourmoft  obedient 
"  And  humble  Servants, 
(Sio-ned)  JOHN  RUSSELL, 

wm.  baker, 

I.e.  CUR  WEN, 
DUDLEY  NORTH, 
J.COURTENAY. 

*'  To  the  Chairman  of  the  JJfociatiofi 
"  for  obtaining  a  Parliamentary 
**  Reform." 

Hesolved  unanimously, 

That  if  it  had  occurred  to  any  Member 
of  this  AfTociation,  that  Major  Cartwright 
ouo-ht  to  have  been  excluded  on  Saturday 
lalt,  it  would  have  been  an  a(5l  of  public 
duty  in  fuch  Member  to  have  brought  for- 
ward a  motion  for  that  purpofe. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  no  one  of  the  five  Gentlemen,  who 
have  afllgned  the  continuance  of  Major 
Cartwriglit  in  the  Society  as  their  fole  rea- 
fon  for  quitting  it,  did  attend  at  the  General 
Meeting  on  Saturday  laft. 

D  RK- 


59  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  it  does  not  appear  upon  what  rea- 
Ibnable  ground  the  five  Gentlemen,  who 
have  now  quitted  the  Aflbciation,  could 
have  entertained  a  f anguine  hope,  that  mea- 
fures,  W'hich  even  they  did  not  think  fit  to 
recommend,  fliould  have  been  propofed  by 
others  in  their  abfence. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  at  the  Meeting  on  the  19th  of  May, 
the  name  of  Mr.  Cooper  was  voluntarily 
withdrawn  by  the  Gentleman  who  had 
originally  propofed  him,  before  any  objec- 
tion had  been  publicly  made,  or  any  thing 
whatever  had  been  faid  in  the  Society  upon 
the  fubje6l. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  this  Society  have  entered  into  no 
connexions  whatfoever  inconfiftent  with  their 
declared  principles  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
have  publicly  dechned  all  intetcourfe  with 
another  Society,  whofe  views  and  objedts 
appeared  to  them  irreconcileable  with  the 
real  intereflsof  the  People,  and  the  genuine 
principles  of  the  Conftitution. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  if  this  Society  had,  in  any  inftance, 
contradi6f:ed  or  departed  from  the  declared 
principles  and  obje6ls  of  tlieir  Inftitution,  or 
deviated  from  the  mode,  which  was  ori- 
ginally adopted  for  obtaining  them,  in- 
dividuals 
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divi3uals  might  then  be  juftified  in  with- 
drawing from  it. 

RESOLVED  UNANLMOUSLY, 

That  no  av^,  proceeding,  or  refohition  of 
-the  Afibriation,  has  been,  or  can  be  pointed 
out,  in  which  they  have  contradicted  or  de- 
parted from  the  declared  principles  and 
objects  of  their  Inllitation,  or  deviated  from 
the  mode  which  was  originally  adopted  for 
obtaining  them. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  Secretary  be  dire6led  to  ex- 
punge the  name  of  Lord  John  RufTell  from 
the  Books  of  the  Society. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  Secretary  be  dire6led  to  ex- 
punge the  name  of  William  Baker,  Efq. 
from  the  Books  of  the  Society. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  Secretary  be  dire6led  to  ex- 
punge the  name  of  John  Chriftian  Curwen, 
Efq.  from  the  Books  of  the  Society. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  Secretary  be  dire6led  to  ex- 
punge the  name  of  Dudley  North,  Efq. 
from  the  Books  of  the  Society. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  ex- 
punge the  name  of  J.  Courtenay,  Efq.  from 
the  Books  of  the  Society. 

D  2  The 


52  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

The  names  of  thofe  Jive  Gentlemen  being 
expunged  agreeably  to  the  Refolutions  of  the 
Society, 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the 
Society  on  this  day  be  printed  and  piib- 
lifhed. 

In  Name  and  by  Order  of  the  Society, 
(Signed) 
JOHN  WHARTON,  ChairmatK 


FRIENDS 
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Committee  Rooms,  No.  52,  Frith-ftreet,  Soho. 

December  10,  1792- 

"  The  Committee  appointed  by  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  afibciated 
for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  PARLIA- 
MENTARY REFORM,  having  already 
fummoned  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society, 
to  be  held  at  the  Free-Mafon's  Tavern,  on  Sa- 
turday next,  the  15th  inftant,  will  not  antici- 
pate the  obje6f  s  to  be  then  fubmitted  to  their 
confideration ;  at  the  fame  time,  viewing 
with  anxiety  the  meafures  that  have  been 
lately  taken,  they  think  it  incumbent  on 
them  to  warn  thofe  with  whom  they  are  en- 
gaged in  the  great  caufe  of  Parliamentary 
Reform,  againft  the  effedls  of  an  alarm 
which  has  been  raifed  by  circumftances  fo 
extraordinary  and  unexpected .  They,  there- 
fore, earneftly  exprefs  their  wifh  that  the 
Meeting  may  be  attended  by  as  ir^any  Mem- 
bers of  this  Alfociation  as  poffible,  confident 
that  they  will  come  to  it  with  that  difpofition 
of  temper  and  lirmnefs  becoming  men  inte- 
refled  in  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  and 
liberty  of  their  country,  which  can  alone 
be  fecured  by  a  fteady  adherence  to  the  ac- 
knowledged principles  of  the  conftitution. 

"  By  Order  of  the  Committee, 

^'  G.  BYNG,  Cbairmanr 
D  3  Fie»- 
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Free-Mafon's-Tavern,  Saturday,  December  15,  1792. 

At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People ^  aflbciated  for  the 
Purpofe  of  obtaining  3.  Parliametitury  Re- 
form, held  this  Day, 

SAMUEL  WHITBREAD,  JuN.  Efq.M.P. 
///  the  Chair. 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  following  x'\ddrers  be  adopted 
by  this  Society  and  publifhed  in  the  Town 
and  Country  Newfpapers. 

"  HTHE  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the 
-■'  People,  affociated  for  the  purpofe 
of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reiorin,  after 
a  careful  revifion  of  all  their  Declarations, 
Reiblutions,  and  Proceedings,  fmce  their 
inftitution,  as  well  as  of  the  events  which 
have  taken  place  fince  their  la  ft  Meeting  ; 
and  after  an  attentive  confideration  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  public  affairs — the  apparent 
difpohuons  of  the  people  at  this  time — the 
acknowledged  convi6lion  of  almoft  all  men, 
of  all  parties,  of  the  ncceffity  of  a  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,  and  with  no  otlier  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  but  concerning  the  extent 
of  the  meafure,  or  the  time  for  propofmg 
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it ;  and  finally,  the  fitiiation  in  which  this 
Society  is  placed  by  their  own  engagements, 
and  by  the  expectations  formed  of  their 
future  condu6l,  have  this  day, 

UNANIMOUSLY  RESOLVED, 

"  That  they  hold  themfelves  bound  by 
every  tie  of  honour  and  of  duty,  to  per- 
fevere  in  their  endeavours  to  accompIi{h, 
through  the  known  channels  of  the  Corifti- 
tution,  the  obje6l  of  their  Aflbciation ; 
namely,  an  effecftual  Reformation  in  the  con- 
flru6lion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  until 
the  obje6l  is  obtained,  or  fliall  be  found  to 
be  evidently  unattainable  by  their  efforts,  or 
by  any  of  thofe  means  in  which  they  can 
participate. 

"  That  confidering  the  pains  incefTahtly 
taken  to  traduce  the  chara6ter  and  princi- 
ples of  this  Society,  iirfi:  by  endeavouring  to 
confound  the  idea  of  a  Reform  in  Parha- 
ment,  with  that  of  difaffeclion  to  the  efta- 
bhfhed  Conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  as  if  a 
real  Reprefentation  of  the  Commons  were 
J  incompatible  with  the  fecurity  of  a  limited 
0  monarchy,  as  if  the  Crown  Avere  not  fafe 
"with  an  honeit  unbialTed  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, or  as  if  the  idea  of  fuch  Reform  had 
been  at  all  times  reprobated,  as  it  nov/  is,  by 
thofe  who  occupy  the  higheli:  ftations  of 
profit  and  confidence  under  the  Crown  ;  and 
then  by  uniting  us  in  the  fame  defcription 
and  obloquy  with  perfons  w^hom  they  call 

Re- 
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Repulicans  and  Levellers,  and  with  whom, 
if  I'uch  do(5trines  and  perfons  exift,  we  have 
no  connexion ;  we  think  it  incumbent  on  us 
to  declare  once  more,  that  we  difclaim  the 
views  and  principles  fo  bafely  and  ialfcly 
attributed  to  us  ;  and  that  detefting,  as  we 
do,  the  corruptions  and  abiifes  notorioufly 
prevailing  and  encreafmg  in  every  branch 
and  department  of  government,  our  fole 
wifh  and  obje6l  is  to  provide  a  conflitu-t 
tional  infirument  and  power,  by  which  they 
may  be  removed  or  corre<5fed  in  a  regular 
Parliamentary  way. 

"  That,  calhng,  as  we  have  done,  for 
the  fupport  of  the  counti^y  in  their  own 
caufe,  and  for  the  purpofes  which  we  have 
repeatedly  declared,  and  foliciting  the 
afliftance  of  every  man,  who  approves  of 
our  defign,  and  may  be  defirous  to  pro- 
mote it ;  we  at  the  fame  time  mofi:  earneflly 
exhort  and  conjure  the  true  friends  of  the 
caufe  of  Reform,  to  difcourage,  and  refill, 
to  the  utmoft  of  their  ability,  every  attempt 
to  fupport  it  by  any  other  means  than  thofe 
which  the  law^s  permit,  and  the  Conftitution 
warrants.  Millaken  zeal  is  always  at  the 
mercy,  and  too  often  under  the  guidance  of 
yeal  treachery.  They  who  affe61  mofl  to 
abhor  fedition,  are  fometimes  found  at  the 
bottom  of  it  themfelves ;  and  inflances  are 
not  wanting  to  prove,  that,  under  the 
fpecious  pretence  of  ftrengthening  the  hands 
of  Government,  a  defign  may  be  formed 

of 
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of  deftroying  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  of 
calhng  in  the  mihtary  power,  and  finally 
annihilating  the  Civil  Government  of  the 
country . 

"  That  whereas  we  have  received  afTur- 
ancesfrom  numerous  and  relpe6lable  Air©- 
ciations  in  different  parts  of  this  united 
kino;dom,  of  their  entire  concurrence  in 
our  declared  views  and  principles,  of  their 
cojifidence  in  our  integrity  and  prudence, 
and  of  iheir  determination  to  fupport  us, 
we  earnelilv  hope,  tliat  thofe  Alfociations, 
as  well  as  all  others,  who  are  friends  of  the 
fame  caufe,  will  confine  themfelves  to  the 
fame  diltincl  obje61  that  we  do,  and  co- 
operate with  us  on  the  principles  ftated  in 
this  and  our  former  Declarations.  In  re- 
turn, we  promife  them,  that  we  will  exert, 
and  devote  our  faculties,  and  our  labours 
faithfully,  honourably,  and  lleadily,  to  the 
the  great  caufe  of  Reform,  in  which  we  are 
engaged  and  united  with  them. 

In  Name  and  by  the  Order  of  the  Society, 

Signed 
SAMUEL  WHITBREAD,  JuN.  Chairman, 


RE- 
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AESOLVED  UI^ANIMOUSLY, 

TJiat  the  following  Letter,  addrefled  to  the 
Prefident  of  this  Society,  and  the  An- 
fwer  of  the  Committee,  be  printed  and 
publi  filed. 

*'  UNITED  IRISHMEN  OF  DUBLIN. 

-  Hon.  SIMON  BUTLER  in  the  Chair. 

"  The  Society  of  United  Iriflimen  of 
Dublin  addrefs  the  Friends  of  the  People  at 
London,  imprefled  with  the  refemblance  in 
the  title,  nature,  and  deftination  of  their  re- 
fpe6live  inllitutions ;  and  a6ting  under  that 
fraternity  of  feeling  which  fuch  a  coinci- 
dence naturally  infpires.  The  title  which 
you  bear  is  a  glorious  one:  and  we  too 
are  Friends  of  the  People.     If  we  be  afked, 

*  Who  are  the  People  ?'  We  turn  not  our 
eyes  here  and  there,  to  this  party,  or  to 
that  perfuafion,  and  cry,  *  Lo !  the  People  ;' 
but  w^e  look  around  us  without  partiality  or 
predilection,  and  we  anfwer,  *  The  multi- 

*  tude  of  human  beings,  the  living  mafs  of 

*  humanity  aflbciated  to  exift,  to  fubfift^ 
*s  and  to  be  happy.     In  them,  and   them 

*  only,  we  find  the  original  of  focial  autho- 

*  rity,  the  meafure  of  political  value,  and 

*  the  pedeftal  of  legitimate  power.' 

As 
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"  As  Friends  of  the  People,  upholding 
their  rights  and  deploring  their  fufferings, 
the  great  objedt  ot  this  Societ3r  is  a  real  re- 
presentation of  the  Irifli  nation  in  an  Irifh 
parliament;  arid  as  friends  of  the  whole 
people,  we  fuj^port  tne  neceflity  of  Ca- 
tiiolic  emanripa.ion,  as  a  rtieans  of  making 
reprefentaiion  what  it  ought  to  be,  free, 
equal,  and  entire.  If  the  people  of  one 
country  be  not  obliged  to  obey  the  laws  of 
anotner,  on  the  fame  principle  when  the 
peofile  refident  in  a  ccuntry  have  no  ibrt  of 
influence  over  the  legiflature,  that  legifla- 
ture  will  receive  rather  a  difcretionai  ac- 
quiefcence  than  legitimate  obedience;  and' 
as  this  aifcretional  Hate  is  dangerous,  be- 
caufe  precarious,  a  change  becomes  necef- 
fary  for  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  na- 
tion, violence  being  the  lall  meafure  to 
which  rational  beings  will  refort. 

"  The  prefent  Itate  of  Ireland,  with  re- 
gard to  population,  is  upwards  of  four 
millions,  three  of  which  a  e  of  the  Catho- 
hc  religion  ;  and  with  regard  to  political 
freedom, 

'"- 1 .  The  fiate oiProteftant  re  )refentation  is 
as  follows:  17  boroughs  have  no  refident  elec- 
or  ;  \6  have  but  one:  16'  have  from  two  to 
five  ;  90  have  13  electors  each  ;  go  perfons 
return  for  ic?6  venal  boroughs,  that  is  212 
members  out  of  300,  the  whole  number. 
Fifty-four  jnembers  are   returned  by  five 

noble- 
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noblemen  and  four  bifliops ;  and  borough 
influence  has  given  landlords  fuch  power 
in  the  counties,  as  makes  them  boroughs 
alfo. — In  fliort,  reprefentation,  which  in 
its  nature  is  only  a  depofit,  has  been  con- 
verted into  a  property  ;  and  that  conftitu- 
tion  which  is  founded  on  equal  liberty,  and 
which  declares  that  no  tax  fhall  be  levied 
without  the  *  good  will'  of  the  people,  is 
totally  perverted  in  its  principles,  and  cor- 
rupted in  its  pra6lice  ;  yet  the  Majefly  of 
the  People  is  Itill  quoted  with  affecSled  ve- 
neration :  and  if  the  crown  be  oflenfiblv 
placed  in  a  part  of  the  Proteflant  portion, 
rt  is  placed  in  mockery,  for  it  is  encircled 
with  thorns. 

"  2.  With  regard  to  the  Catholics,  the 
following  is  the  fimple  and  forrowful  fa6f : 
Three  millions,  every  one  of  whom  has  an 
intereft  in  the  Itate,  and  colle6lively  give  it 
its  value,  are  taxed  without  being  repre- 
fented,  and  bound  by  laws  to  which  they 
have  not  given  confent.  They  now  require 
a  fhare  of  political  liberty,  in  tlie  participa- 
tion of  the  ele61ive  franchife,  and  of  civil 
liberty  in  tlie  privilege  of  ferving  on  Grand 
juries.  There  can  be  no  civil  without  po- 
litical liberty  ;  and  in  requiring  the  right 
of  fuffrage,  they,  in  reality,  demand  only  a 
fafe-guard  for  their  religion,  their  proper- 
ty, and  their  lives. 

"  The  code  of  penal  laws  againft  the 

Catho=- 
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Catholics,  reduced  opprefTion  into  a  fyftem  ; 
the  a6tion  and  prefliire  of  this  fyftem  con- 
tinually accumulating  without  any  re-a6lion 
on  the  part  of  the  iufferers  funk  in  the  le- 
thargy of  fervitude,  has  confirmed  the  gO' 
verning  portion  of  the  people  in  a  habit  of 
domination.  This  habit,  mixing  with  the 
antipathies  of  pafl  times,  and  the  irritations 
of  the  moment,  has.  impreiTed  a  ftrange 
perfuafion,  that  the  rights  of  the  plurality 
are  Protellant  propertyy  and  that  the  birth- 
right of  millions,  born  and  to  be  born, 
continue  the  fpoils  of  war,  and  booty  of 
conqueft.  The  perverfion  of  the  under- 
lianding  perverts  the  heart ;  and  this  Pro- 
teftant  afcendancy,  as  it  calls  itfelf,  uniting 
power  with  pafTion,  and  hating  the  Catho- 
lics becaufe  it  has  injured  them,  on  a  bare 
inquifitorial  fufpicion  infufficient  to  crimi- 
nate an  individual,  would  erafe  a  wliole 
people  from  the  roll  of  citizenfliip,  and  for 
the  fins  (if  they  were  fins)  of  remote  an- 
cefiors,  would  attaint  their  remoteft  pofte- 
rity.  We  have  read,  and  read  with  hor- 
ror, that  Louis  XI.  ordered  the  children  to 
be  placed  under  the  fcaffold,  where  the  fa- 
ther was  beheaded,  that  they  might  be 
fprinkled  with  his  blood. 

"  It  is,  we  think,  by  this  unequal  dif- 
tribution  of  popular  privilege,  that  its  very 
nature,  has  in  this  kingdom,  been  corrupt- 
ed ;  and  from  the  moment  that  equality  af 

rights 
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rights  was  overturned,  and  general  liberty 
became  particular  power,  the  pubhc  mipu 
has  been  fplit  into  a  confli6l  of  fa6lioriS.  Ge- 
neral diiiribution   of  the  elective  franchile 
would  make  corruption  impra61icable  ;  but 
when  common  right  becomes  the  property 
of  perlbn,  party,  or  perfuafion,  it  acquires 
a  value  equally  unnatural  and  unconltitu- 
tional ;  is  bought  and  fold  ;  rifes  or  fails, 
like  any  marketable  commodity.    The  de- 
privation of  the  elective  franchife,   on  the 
one  hand,   robs  a  great  majority   of  tlie 
nation  of  an  invaluable  bleffing  ;    and  its 
accumulation  in  the   hands  of  the   Protef- 
tant  portion,   operates  on  that  very  por- 
tion as  a  curfe.     The  right  of  all  heaped 
up  and   hoarded   by   the  fezu,  becomes  a 
public    pell,   and    the   nutriment    of    the 
Ccnftitution  is  changed  into  its  poifon. — 
The  iniquitous  monoply  rots  in  boroughs, 
fpreads    its    contagion   through    counties, 
taints  morals    and  manners,   makes  elec- 
tions mere  fairs  for  the  traffic  of  franchife 
and   the  fale   of  men  ;    in  place   of  that 
nationality  of  mind,  which  fpreads  it  pa- 
rental embrace    around   a   whole  People, 
fubflitutes  the  envious  excluding  fpirit  of 
felfifh  corporations,  and  f welling  at  length 
into   monitrous   and  gigantic  afcendancy, 
holds  forth  an  hundred  thoufand  hands  to 
bribe  and  betray,   and  tramples  with  an 
hundred  thoufand  feet  on  thofe  miferable 

millions 
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millions,  who  have  loft  their  only  guarantee 
againft  injufticeand  opprelTion. 

"  Inftrudled  by  the  genius  of  the  Confti- 
tion,  and  the  genuine  fpirit  of  the  laws  ;  in- 
ltru6led  of  late,  by  all  that  has  been  fpoken, 
or  written,  or  acted,  or  fuffered  in  the  caufe 
of  Freedom  ;  inftru6fed  by  the  late  revolu- 
tion in  America ;  bv  the  late  revolution  in. 
Ireland  ;  by  the  late  revolution  in  France  ; 
hearing  of  all  that  has  been  done  over  the 
face  of  the  globe  for  Liberty,  and  feeling  all 
that  can  be  fufFered  from  the  want  of  it ; 
reading  the  Charier  of  Independence  to 
Ireland,  and  liftening  to  the  fpirit-ftirring 
voice  of  her  great  deliverer  ;  a<5fuated,  in 
fine,  by  that  imperifhable  fpark  in  the 
bofom  of  man,  which  the  Servitude  of  a 
century  may  fmother,  but  cannot  extin- 
guifh,  the  Catholics  of  this  country  have 
been  leflbned  into  liberty  ;  have  learned  to 
know  their  rights  ;  to  be  fenfible  of  their 
v/rongs,  and  to  detail,  by  peaceable  delega- 
tion, their  grievances,  rather  than  endure 
without  obedience.  You! — in  either  kingdom, 
who  reproach  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  for 
afferting  the  rights  of  nature,  burn  your 
books,  tear  your  charters,  break  down  your 
free  prefs,  and  crumble  to  pieces  thofe 
moulds  which  have  cafi:  Liberty  in  fo  fair  a 
form,  as  to  make  Catholics  feel  what  Pro- 
teftants  have  felt,  and  join  their  admira- 
tion and  love  with  thofe  of  a  worfliipping 
world/' 

«'  This 
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"  This  Society  and  many  other  Societies 
have  aflbciated  to  create  that  union  of 
power,  and  that  brotherhood  of  atfeifion, 
among  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Ifland, 
which  is  the  intereil  as  well  as  duty  of  all . 
We  are  all  Iriflimen  ;  and  our  objedl  is  to 
unite  the  different  defcriptions  of  religion  in 
the  caufe  of  our  common  country .  From  the 
moft  oppofite  points  in  the  wide  circum- 
ference of  rehgion  we  tend,  with  increafing 
velocity,  to  the  fame  centre  of  political 
union.  A  Reform  in  Parliament,  preceding 
Catholic  enfranchifement,  would  be  in  its^ 
nature  partial  and  exckifive  ;  and  unlefa  a 
Reform  immediately  follows  that  emancipa- 
tion (which  it  will  certainly  do),  the  exten- 
fion  of  ele6live  franchife,  would  only  add  to 
the  mafs  of  corruption.  The  centre  of  our 
union  is  fixed  and  immoveable.  ThePrefby- 
terian  wifhes  for  National  Freedom. The  Ca- 
tholic afpires  to  nothing  more  ;  nor  can 
either  of  them  be  brought  to  believe  that 
thofe  varieties  of  religious  faith,  which  may 
be  deemed  the  pleafure  of  the  Creator, 
fliould  be  made  the  engines  of  political  tor- 
ture to  any  of  his  creatures.  Too  long  have 
our  people  been  fet  in  array  of  battle  againft 
each  other ;  too  long  have  the  rancor  and 
revenge  of  our  anceftors  been  left  as  a 
legacy  of  blood  to  their  pofterity  ;  too  long 
has  one  limb  of  the  focial  body  been  tied 
down,  until  it  had  nearly  loft  all  feeling, 
life,  and  energy.     It  is  our  wifh,  it  is  our 

hope 
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hope,  to  give  Ireland  the  full  and  free  pof- 
fellion  of  both  her  arms,  her  Catholic  arm 
as  well  as  her  Proteftant  arm,  that  ihe  may 
the  better  embrace  her  friends,  or  grap- 
ple with  her  roes. 

Such  are  the  principles  and  pra6lice  of 
our  Inftitution,  which,  having  neither  power 
nor  patronage,  but  merely  the  energy  of 
honeity,  has  not  only  been  diftinguilhed  by 
the  ctilumnies  of  thofe,  who  are  born  only 
to  bite  the  heel,  and  be  crufhed  under  foot, 
but  has  been  honoured  by  the  obloquy  of 
men,  who  fill  the  firil  oiSces  in  tlie  State. 
From  them  we  appeal  to  natural  right  and 
eternal  juftice,  which  ought  ever  to  be  efla- 
bUflied  without  compromife  or  refer vation. 
From  them  we  appeal  to  thofe,  who  call 
themfelves  Friends  of  the  People.  Look 
not  upon  Ireland  with  an  eye  of  indifference. 
The  period  of  Irifh  infignificance  is  palling 
fafi:  away.  If  the  Nation  ever  appeared  con- 
temptible, it  was  becaufe  the  Nation  did  not 
a6l :  but  no  fooner  in  the  late  war  was  it 
abandoned  by  Government,  than  it  rofe  to 
diftindlion  as  a  People,  As  to  any  union 
between  the  Iflands,  believe  us  when  we  af- 
fert,  that  our  union  refts  u|X)n  our  mutual 
independence.  We  Ihall  love  each  oth.er, 
if  we  be  left  to  ourfelve^.  It  is  the  union  of 
minds  which  ought  to  bind  thefe  Nations  to- 
gether. Recipi-ocal  interefls  and  mutual 
v\  ants  will  ever  fecure  mutual  a!^e6l:on ;  but, 
were  any  oilier  union  to  b?  forced,  and  force- 

E  onl}' 
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only  could  efFe6l  it,  you  would  endanger 
your  Liberties,  and  we  fliould  lofe  our 
Rights  ;  you  would  feel  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  increafed  beyond  all  fufferance,  and 
we  fliould  lofe  the  name  and  energies  of  a 
People,  with  every  hope  of  raifing  to  its 
merited  ftation  in  the  map  of  mankind,  this 
noble  and  neglected  Ifland,  "  for  which  God 
has  done  fo  much,  and  man  fo  little." 

"  Signed  by  Order, 

"  THOMAS  WRIGHT,  Secretary r 

Dublin,  Odtoher  26,  i792. 


ANSWER 

Of  the  Committee  of  the  Society  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  aflbciated  for  the 
Purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary 
Reform. 

Committee-Rooms,  No.  52,  Frith -flreet,  Soho. 

SIR, 

WE  have  received  by  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Archdekin,  the  favour  of  your  Addrefs, 
and  (liall  take  the  earliefi:  opportunity  of 
laying  it  before  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People,  at  their  iirft  Meeting,  which 

is 
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is  appointed  to  be  held  on  the  15th  of  next 
month.  We  cannot,  however,  delay  ex- 
prefTing  the  pleafure  we  feel  in  finding  fo 
large  a  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  en- 
tertaining fentiments  fo  juft,  and  expref- 
fing  theie  fentiments  with  an  energy  that 
commands  aflent.  Our  endeavours  muft  ne- 
celTarily  be  confined  to  this  Ifland,  and  can 
have  no  immediate  relation  to  Ireland 
which  ever  muft  polTefs  a  right  to  legiflate 
for  herfelf.  Whether  we  fhall  give  or  take 
the  example,  our  wifhes  will  ever  be  earneft 
for  your  fuccefs. 

In  name  and  by  Order 

Of  the  Committee, 

(Signed)  GEORGE  ROUS,  Chairman. 

November,  27,  17^2. 

To  the  Prefident  of  tJoe  Society  of  United 
Irifomen,  in  Dublin, 


Es 


AT 


68  PROCEEDiNGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

AT  a  Meeting  of  the  Committee  on  the 
24.th  of  May,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
following  Rffolutions  be  printed  and  cir- 
culated by  this  Society. 


::  a; 


Th^rchcd-Hou'rc -Tavern,  j^&  M:i\\  17?  ^ 
Ta  numerous  and  i^i^^o^..  ..A.    Aeei 


•ing  of  Members  ol  Parliament  friendly 
"  to  a  Conftitutional  Reformation,  and  ci 
"  Members  of  fever al  Committees  of  coun- 
"  ties  and  cities. 

PRESENT, 

The  Duke  cf  Richmond,     The  Hon.  William  Pitt, 

Lord  Surrey,  The  Rev.  Mf .  Wyvill, 

Lord  Mahon,  Major  Cartv/right, 

The  Lord-Mayor,  Mr.  John  Home  Tooke, 

Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  Alderman  Wilke-, 

Mr.  Duncombe,  Dotfter  Jehb 

Sir  C.  Wray,  Mr.  Chuicliill, 

Mr.  B.  Hollis,  Mr,  Froft, 
Mr.  Withers,  &c.  kc.  ice. 

"    RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

"  That  the  Motion  of  the  Hon.  WiUiam 
"  Pitt,  on  the  7th  inftant,  for  the  Appoint- 
"  ment  of  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
"  Commons  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the 
''  Reprelentation  of  the  people  of  Great 
**  Britain,  and  to  report  the  fame  to  the 
''  Houfe,  and  alfo  what  (leps  it  might  be 
"  necefiary  to  take,  having  been  defeated 
"  by  a  Motion  for  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
''  it  is  become  indifpenfably  necelTary,  that 

ap- 


OF      FRIEND3  OF  THE  PEOPLE.  6^ 

*'  application  fhould  be  made  to  Parliament 

"  by  petitions  from  the  collective  Body  of 

*^  the  People,  in  their   refpeclive  di{lri(fts, 

"  requeuing  a   fubftantial  Reformation  of 

'*  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

"    RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

"  That  this  Meeting,  confidering  that 
"  a  general  Application  bv  the  colle61:ive 
"  Body  of  the  pi^ople  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
•*  moiii  cannot  be  made  before  the  clofe  of 
"  the  prefent  SefTion,  is  of  opinion  that  the 
"  fenfe  of  the  People  Jhould  he  taken  at  fuch  times 
"  as  may  be  convenient  during  this  fummer^ 
"  in  order  to  lay  their  fever al  petitions  before 
"  Parliament  early  in  the  next  Sejfwn,  when 
"  their  propofals  for  a  Parliamentary  Refor- 
"  mation  (zvitbout  zvhich  neither  the  liberty  of 
"  the  Nation  can  be  preferved,  nor  the  perma- 
"  nence  of  a  zvife  and  virtuous  adminiftration  can 
"  be  fecure)  may  receive  that  ample  and  maturt 
"  difcuffion,  which  fo  mojnentous  a  queflion  de- 
'^  maiids" 


THE      END. 


This  Day  is  Publj/bed,  Price  6d. 

1.  The  DECLARATION  of  Friends  to  the  Liberty    of  the  Pwfs, 
written  by  the  Hon.  Thomas  Erskine. 

T9  Wbicb  it  added, 

A  LETTER  to  Mr.  Reeves  and  his  Affociatcs,  for  Pr«ferviog  Libert^ 
and  Preperty.     By  Thomas  Law,  Efg.  late  One  of  the  Committee, 
a.  Mr.  FOX's  SPEECH  at  the  Opening  of    Parliament,     ^d.  or 

3.  Mr.  FOX's  SPEECH  at  the  Whig  Club.    2d.  or  100  16/. 

4.  Mr.  FOX's  SPEECH  on  tlie  Alien  BiU,  ^d.  or  /oo  aoj. 

5.  Mr.  FOX's  SPEECH  on  a  War  with  France,  3^.  or  100  io,. 

6.  LETTERS  to  the  People  of  Scotland,  on  a  Reform  of  Parliament, 
iy  NeaMAN  Macleod,  Efq.  M.  P,  id.  or  lOO  7^. 

7.  A  POETICAL  and  PHILOSOPHICAL  ESSAY  on  the  French 
Revolution  :  addreffed  to  the  Right  Honourable  Edmund  Burke.  By 
John  CouRTENAY,  Efq.  M.  P.  Second  Edition,  corredled,  zt. 

S.  DANGER  of  an  INVASION  from  France,  u. 

5.  WAR  with  FRANCE  ;  or.  Who  Pays  the  Reckoning,  bd. 

10.  MORE  REASONS  for  a  REFORM  in  PARLIAMENT,  In 
Four  Letters,  ift.  To  the  Committee  for  Enquiring  into  Imprifonment 
for  Debt.  2d.  To  Mr.  Reeves,  Chairman  of  the  Place  and  PenCon  Club. 
3d.  To  Thomas  Bull  from  John  Bull.  4th.  To  Judge  Alhurft,  ou  hi/j 
Charge  to  the  Grand  Jury,  ^d.  or  100  aox. 

ir.  The  AUTHENTIC  STATE  PAPERS  which  paffed  between 
Lord  Grenville  and  M.  Chauvelln,  is. 

la.  LE  BRUN's  MEMORIAL,  with  Lord  GrenylUe's  Anfwer,  ^d, 

13.  The  SPEECH  of  KERSAINT  in  the  French  Convention,  on 
a  War  with  England,  ^d.  or  100  ics, 

14.  BRISSOTT's  TWO  REPORTS.  To  which  Is  added  the  Pro- 
tefts  of  the  Marquis  of  Lanfdowne,  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  and  Earl  of 
Derby,  agalnft  a  War  with  France,  is. 

15.  TRUTH  and  REASON  againft  PLACE  and  PENSION.  Ad- 
drcfled  to  Mr.  Reeves  and  his  Aflbciates,  6d. 

16.  LETTERS  on  POLITICAL  LIBERTY,  and  on  the  Sub- 
jedl  of  the  Englifli  and  Irifh  Projeds  of  Reform.  Third  Edition— 
If.  6d. 


Boohs  printed  for  J.  Ridgway, 

t7.  A  PLAN  for  Reducing  a  Large  Empire  to  a  Small]  One,  Vy  the 
^atcDr.  Fkanklin,  ^d. 

I?.  Capt.  GAWLER's  Account  of  his  being  turned  out  of  the  Arffly. 
Second  Edition ,  6J. 

19.  CRIMES  of  the  KINGS  of  FRANCE,  i  vol.  4^.  6d. 

20.  NEW  CONSTITUTION  of  FRANCE,  Ir. 

a  I.  An  INQUIRY  into  the  Grounds  of  Political  DifiFerence,  which 
are  fuppofed  to  exifl  among  fome  of  the  Members  ©f  the  Whig  Clsb, 
ii.6J. 

2Z.  REMONSTRANCE  againft  a  War  with  France,  by  Charles 
Grey,  Efq.  M.  P. 

^2.  TWO  SPEECHES  of  Mr.  FOX,  on  the  King's  Mcffage  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  Execution  of  Louis  Capet. 

24.  The  LIFE  and  WRITINGS  of  the  Rev.  David  Williams,  by 
Thomas  Morrice,  Efq. 

45.  The  LIFE  of  ELWES,  by  Capt.  Topham,  p.  6J. 

a6.  DISSERTATION  on  GOVERNMENT,  by  William  White* 
Efq. 

a;.  An  ANSWER  to  the  Judges  Appeal  to  Juflice  ;  a  Letter  to  Sic 
H.  Afliurft,  in  Reply  to  his  Charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  of  Middle- 
fex,  y. 

a8.  ADDRESS  of  the  Affociation  of  the  Friends  of  the  Conftitutlon, 
the  Duke  of  Leinster  in  the  Chair. 

a-.  ADDRESS  of  the  United  Iriflimen  of  Dublin,  to  the  Friends  of 
the  People  in  London,  3^.  or  100  ao/. 

30.  LAW  V.  EQUI  FY  ;  being  Advice  to  a  certain  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor, la  Judges.  600  Barrifters,  700  Englifli  and  800  Irilh  Students  of 
Law,  and  the  fmall  Number  of  36,009  Attornies ;  which,  according  to 
the  Roll  are  nearly  the  Number  contained  in  this  Kingdom,  2s. 

31.  ROYAL  RECOLLECTIONS,  or  a  Tour  to  Cheltenham.  The 
Fourteenth  Edition,  2t.  6J. 

32.  The  ROVAL  TOUR  to  WEYMOUTH,  2*. 

33.  The  MANIFESTOES  of  the  DUKE  of  BRUNSWICK,  GE- 
NERAL BURGOYNE,  EMPEROR  of  GERMANY,  and  the  KING 
of  PRUSSIA,  to  which  is  added  The  ROYAL  PROCLAMATION 
PRAYER  on  the  KING'S  RECOVERY,  and  JUDGE  ASHURST's 
CHARGE  to  the  GRAND  INQUEST,  in  Michaelmas  Term    is.   d- 


Books  printed  for  J  Ridgway, 

34^  A  SKETCH  of  the  Reign  of  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  &c. 
&c.  3i.  6d. 

35.  CRITICISMS  on  the  ROLLIAD,  &c  &c.  complete,  I>oundand 
lettered,  i6t. 

36.  The  SECRET  HISTORY  of  the  GREEN  ROOMS.  Being  the 
Lives  of  the  Actors  and  AcxRESiLs  in  the  Three  Theatres  Royal, 
a  vols,  fewed,  %s. 

37.  The  LADIES  LIBRARY;  or  Complete  Female  DircAory,  a. 
vols,  bound,  14^. 

3^.  A  iJERMON,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hlssky,  Ix. 


z:>:?l>  li 


il 


\o%\^ 


u 


